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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

A study area encompassing all possible alternatives was used for
architectural survey purposes; all of the area shown on Map 2 was
surveyed. This included the area south of the Bear Val ley Dam
and southwest of Highway 18 west of Cabin No. 76, Big Bear Tract.
Also surveyed was a colony of summer cabins on the south shore of
Big Bear Lake and north of Highway 18 from Fisher Cove to the
v ic in i ty o f the dam; th is g roup o f rus t ic mounta in cab ins bu i l t
b e t w e e n 1 9 11 a n d 1 9 4 1 a p p e a r s t o b e e l i g i b l e f o r N a t i o n a l
R e g i s t e r l i s t i n g a s t h e B i g B e a r S o u t h w e s t S h o r e H i s t o r i c
D i s t r i c t . I t c o n t a i n s 8 5 p r o p e r t i e s , o f w h i c h 7 2 ( 8 5 % )
c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e d i s t r i c t , 6 ( 7 % ) d o n o t
con t r i bu te , and 7 (8 %) a re vacan t l o t s ; th ree add i t i ona l l o t s
were canceled by the Forest Service and are not included in the
count. One historic building, the Dam Keeper's Cabin (Cabin No.
380), and two histor ic dams, the 1883-84 and 1911 Bear Val ley
D a m s , a r e l o c a t e d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a a n d h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n
d e t e r m i n e d e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g i n t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f
Historic Places by concurrence of the State Historic Preservation
Officer and the U. S. Forest Service on October 15, 1987. Four
cabins, Nos. 81, 125, 382 and 383, were surveyed outside of the
area of the proposed historic district, and were evaluated as not
e l i g i b l e i nd i v i dua l l y o r as pa r t o f a d i s t r i c t .

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project includes the replacement of the highway bridge on top
of the Bear Val ley Dam, and the construct ion of a new br idge
above or below the dam; if a new bridge is constructed, Highway
?8 wou ld be rea l igned on the sou th shore o f B ig Bear Lake ,
removing several sharp curves in the v ic in i ty of Cabins 69 and
72 Big Bear Tract . The var ious al ternat ives under considerat ion
focus on the area below the dam; several schematic possibil i t ies
also have been suggested for crossing the lake above the dam. If
an alterat ive is seriously considered which would include a lake
crossing east of the dam, additional survey work may need to be
Sndlrtaken on the north shore where any new right-of-way would be
required to connect with Highway 38; at the t ime of this study,
such alternatives were not under consideration.

METHODOLOGY

Contact was made with the State Historic Preservation Office to
determine the proximity to the project area of any properties
l isted in or determined el ig ible for the Nat ional RegisterHistoric Places, any State Historical Landmarks or State Points
o f H Y s t o r i c fl i n t e r e s t , o r a n y p r o p e r t i e s l i s t e d i n l o c a l
surveys A review of The National Register of Historic Places,
?966-1988 (AASLH, 198 9)T~"National Register of Historic Places,
Annual Listing of Historic Properties" (Federal Register, Vol. 44A n n u a l L i s t i n g i o t h p - A n n u a l S u p p l e m e n t s " t h r o u g h



May 24, 1988, confirmed there were no properties on or eligiblefor the National Register in the project area; a review of SHPO
files for subsequent entries revealed that the 1883-84 and 1911
Bear Valley Dams and the Dam Keeper's House, located within the
project area, were determined eligible for individual National
Register listing by concurrence of the SHPO and the U. S. ForestService on October 15, 1987. In addition, a National Register
application for the "Big Bear Southwest Shore Historic District"
was approved by the State Historic Resources Commission in 1983,
and forwarded to the 0. S. Forest Service for formal nomination;
as of this date, however, the historic district application has
not been submitted to the Keeper of the National Register. The
original Bear Valley Dam, built in 1883-84, is also l isted as
State Historical Landmark No. 725. It is submerged in the lake a
short distance east of the present dam. There are no other
resources l i s ted on , o r de te rmined e l ig ib le fo r, any o ther
historical register or survey within the project area.
Initial field work was started in January 1987 with a field visit
to the p ro jec t a rea . Cab ins ou ts ide the p roposed h is to r i c
district, as well as the 1911 dam and the Dam Keeper's Cabin,
were described and photographed in the field, but heavy snows
Prevented access to the distr ict unti l spring. A second visit
waTmade at the end of April and early May. Additional field
work was conducted October 6-7, 1987, and November 3, 1987,
during which al l cabins within the proposed histor ic distr ict
were photographed and field notes were taken describing building
condition and character. A search of the archives of the Bear
valley Mutual Water Company in Redlands produced early ownership
Ind development maps, including an April.1917 map thatshowedall
developed lots within 50' of the shorel ine, with the relat ive
configurat ions, sizes and locations of al l bui ldings on those
lo ts . Work on the p ro jec t was subsequent ly de fe r red , bu t
reactivated in April 1989.
Further visits to the area in May and September, 198 9, were
necessary to conduct background research on the cabins and their
historv and field check and update descriptive information. The
stanch office °f the San Bernardino County Assessor at Big Bear
Lake provided access to tax files which contained information
a b o u t m a j o r a l t e r a t i o n s , w i t h fl o o r p l a n s a n d d e t a i l s o fconditions reported as they existed at the time of the 1951-52
reassessment^ Since the buildings were privately constructed on
find owned by the Forest Service, they were not subject to
Property tax? and could not be located in old county assessor's?n? hooks- however, the San Bernardino County Microfilm and
Central Storage S did have personal property tax records forS" fncerne (1915-19) and Big Bear Lake School Districts (1923 ,
in whfch the' absentee owners were assessed for taxes on theiri=h?nt asnersona l p roper ty. Compar ing these l i s ts aga ins t
Fores t Serv i le permi t records o f ten confirmed the ear l i es t
ooflible year of construct ion for the older cabins; general ly,
?he taxeswerT assessed for the tax year of completion, and
Payment was due the fol lowing calendar year. However, the



records were not complete, and some owners were more diligent in
the payment of their taxes than others; some apparently never
paid any taxes on their cabins during these early years.
The project files of District 8 of the California Department of
Transportation, San Bernardino, produced a 1922 map for a
proposed alignment which would have built the present highway
along the lakeshore; all developed lots which would be affectedwere shown, along with extant buildings and names of owners.
U. S. Forest Service permit records were checked at the District
Ranger's office at Fawnskin, and at the San Bernardino National
Forest Headquarters in San Bernardino. The latter office had
several ear ly tract maps, as wel l as an extensive card file
containing all recorded permits and payments for each lot. The
cards could general ly be traced back to the original permit
holder; they provided names and addresses and often noted unusual
permi t condi t ions. In 1932, the d is t r ic t ranger conducted a
survey which noted the number of improvements on each lot, as
well as other notable features. The permit cards occasionally
con ta ined no ta t ions o f ma jo r a l te ra t ions o r p roposed new
cons t ruc t i on . S ince owners were requ i red to subs tan t ia l l y
improve the i r lo ts w i th in a spec ified per iod, usua l ly oneto
t h r e e y e a r s , t h e c o n t i n u e d r e n e w a l o f a p e r m i t i m p l i e d
construction of the required improvement in a timely manner;
cancellation or transfer for non-improvement was often noted.
Names obtained from the permit files were given a cursory check
aga ins t Los Ange les a rea d i rec to r i es , and s tanda rd l oca l
histories were consulted for biographical sketches of leading
citizens; very few historically notable individuals were found.
Forest Service cultural resources personnel at El Dorado National
Fores t p rov ided a dra f t copy o f a reg iona l s tudy o f ear ly
recreational cabins; this contained information on early /or^st:
S e r v i c e p o l i c i e s a n d d e s i g n g u i d e l i n e s . A 1 9 7 6 d o c t o r a l
dissertation by Donald J. Berg was also, helpf ^i»^«tandJ£2
the phenomenon of second homes on National Forest lands. The
National Register application prepared by the Big Bear Southwest
Shore Heritage Foundation/Big Bear Tract Homeowners Association
( 1 9 8 3 ) w a s o f a d d i t i o n a l v a l u e i n p r o v i d i n g b a c k g r o u n d
information on some of the cabins and on the general■history ,of
t h e c o l o n y . T h e s t a f f o f t h e S t a t e O f fi c e o f H i s t o r i c
P^servation provided information on recent cabin rehabilitation
work plrforSed in accordance with the Secretary of the Interiors
Standards. Contextual information on cabin archi tecture and
construction was obtained by a literature search and review of
c o n t e m p o r a r y c a b i n p l a n b o o k s . F i n a l l y, i n t e r v i e w s w e r e
conducted with several cabin owners and Forest Service personnel.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The study area is located in the San Bernardino Mountains on the
southwest shore of Big Bear Lake. Located near the ma3or



population centers of the Los Angeles and San Bernardino areas,
Big Bear Lake has been important as a mountain resort since the
early 20th century. The 6800' elevation and alpine sett ing make
th is a popu la r a rea fo r w in te r spor ts , as we l l as a cen te r o f
intensive summer home development.

T h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e a r e a i n v o l v e d m i n i n g i n t h e 1 8 7 0 s ,
followed by timber production, which was aided by the demand for
lumber in the growing populat ion centers of the San Bernardino
Va l l e y A n e e d f o r a d e p e n d a b l e w a t e r s u p p l y t o s u p p o r t t h e
g r o w i n g c i t r u s i n d u s t r y o f t h e R e d l a n d s a r e a l e d t o t h e
construction of the Bear Valley Dam in 1883-84, which impounded
the first reservoir. Construct ion of a second dam in 1911 raised
t h e w a t e r l e v e l c o n s i d e r a b l y, c r e a t i n g a n e n l a r g e d l a k e w i t h
exce l len t rec rea t iona l po ten t ia l .

Much of the land along the shorel ine was under the jur isdict ion
o f t he U S . Fo res t Se rv i ce , wh i ch began i s su ing pe rm i t s f o r
recreat ional homesi tes in the study area in 1911. Coming at a
time when a "back to nature" movement was bringing more urbanites
to the outdoors, the idea of an access ib le wi lderness wi th in a
reasonable distance from major population centers was appealing
t o S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a n s . A l o n g w i t h f r i e n d s , r e l a t i v e s , a n d
business associates, Los Angeles middle-c lass fami l ies took out
res idence permi ts and cons t ruc ted the i r rus t i c re t rea ts on the
southwest shore o f B ig Bear Lake . A cons iderab le co lony had
already developed by the t ime of the passage of the Occupancy
P e r m i t A c t i n 1 9 1 5 , w h i c h f o r m a l i z e d t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e ' s
recreat ional residence program. As a resul t , the Big Bear Tract
was surveyed at the west end of the lake, with the first 85 lots
platted on the south shore near the dam, the area encompassed by
the Big Bear Southwest Shore Histor ic Distr ict . A total of 59 of
t he cab ins we re cons t ruc ted i n t he co lony be fo re d i r ec t r oad
access was provided by the completion of the present highway in
the winter of 1924-25; prior access was by water across the lake.
T h i s i s o l a t e d a s p e c t e n c o u r a g e d a c l o s e l y - k n i t c o m m u n i t y o f
fami l ies and f r iends who of ten spent weeks or even months in
res idence dur ing the summer. This so l idar i ty was ev ident when
the h ighway proposed for const ruct ion a long the shore l ine was
re rou ted t o t he p resen t h i gh - l eve l a l i gnmen t above t he cab in
colony, pr imari ly as a-resul t of the act ion of the cabin owners.
Addi t ional cabins were bui l t through the end of the 1920s, but
cons t ruc t i on d ropped o f f d rama t i ca l l y du r i ng t he yea rs o f t he
Great Depression. A minor resumption of construction at the end
of the Depression was cut short with the advent of the Second
World War; no further building occurred after 1941.

The Big Bear Tract was the earliest Forest Service cabin tract at
Big Bear Lake, having been initially surveyed from 1915 to 1921.
T h e fi r s t 8 5 o f 1 5 4 l o t s w e r e o n t h e s o u t h w e s t s h o r e , w i t h
subsequent lots laid out primari ly on the northwest shore; a few
addit ional lots were surveyed near the or iginal colony, but were
general ly d ispersed on higher s lopes in the forest south of the
highway; Lot 125 is one of these [see survey form C-125] . Addi-



tional surveys continued to expand the Big Bear Tract, until it
became the largest Forest Service summer home tract in S^hern
California with 24 6 lots. Some lots are numbered m the 300s and
400s, but considerable gaps exist in the numbering system Lots
382 and 383 were developed in 1937 south of the highway, and
represent a late phase of sporadic cabin building in the tractwhich is unrelated to the development of the earlier colony [see
survey forms C-382 and C-383]. Other cabins were grouped togeth
er, such as the cluster of 10 buildings of varying ages on Kidd
Creek above the highway. None of these later cabin groupings
have the cohesiveness, overall rustic character, or sense of time
and place conveyed by the original southwest shore colony.
The themes of settlement and early recreational development at
Big Bear Lake, now a major Southern California summer and winter
recreational area, are well represented by the proposed historic
SsSric" in addit ion, the rust ic architecture of the southwest
shore cabins is a notab le s ta tement o f appropr ia te des ign
encouraged by early Forest Service pol ic ies, as wel l as an
important adjunct to the "back to nature" movement, in which the
r u s t i c m o u n t a i n c a b i n w a s a s y m b o l o f f P 1 " ^ / 6 " " ^ ! "
harried urban dwellers. The use of natural materials and concern
with indoor-outdoor living was also important in the architecture
of the American Arts and Crafts Movement, which was especially
popular in the Los Angeles-Pasadena area during the first twodecades of the 20th century; this influence can be strongly felt
in the design of many of the early cabins.
In summary, a number of factors combined in a few short years to
favor the development of the summer cabins m the Big Bear Tract,
including the proximity of the San Bernardino Mountains to
growing population centers in Southern California, and the rise
in popularity of the private automobile to provide an escape from
the city This was aided by the Southern California Automobile
Club's campaign to improve the highway system, including better
roads into the mountain areas. The completion of the new Bear
Valley Dam in 1911 and the subsequent enlarging of the lake
occurred at a time when the nation was experiencing a renewed
interest in the outdoors as a result of the conservation and
"back-to-nature" movements; development of shoreline recreational
home sites was facil itated by the Forest Service's increasing
r o l e i n g r a n t i n g S p e c i a l U s e p e r m i t s f o r s u m m e r h o m e
construct ion, especial ly after 1915. In addit ion, architectural
preferences in Southern California at this time were strongly
influenced by the American Arts and Crafts Movement, and its
rustic bungalow architecture which stressed the use of natural
materials; this predisposition to nature was reinforced in the
e f r l y deve lopment o f the B ig Bear Trac t by Fores t Serv ice
policies which promoted cabin design in keeping with the "**""£
setting. Remarkably, even with the rapid growth and modern
development which is now evident at Big Bear Lake, much ofthe
a m b i e n c e o f t h i s p e r i o d s t i l l s u r v i v e s ^ h % ^ r ^ J ^ ° ^ ^ e f a ^
the enclave of rustic cabins on the southwest shore of the lake
near the dam [see Big Bear Southwest Shore Historic District].



BIG BEAR SOUTHWEST SHORE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Summary Description: The Big Bear Southwest Shore Historic
D i s t r i c t i s a g r o u p o f 7 7 s u m m e r c a b i n s a n d a s s o c i a t e d
ou tbu i ld ings bu i l t be tween 1911 and 1941 . Loca ted a t an
elevation of approximately 6800 feet, the cabins occupy the
oldest part of the Big Bear Tract on the south shore of Big Bear
Lake just east of the Bear Val ley Dam. Indiv idual s i t ing is
often spectacular, with many cabins located on steep slopes among
Ponderosa pines and large granite boulders, or Perched among the
rocks overlooking the rugged shoreline; one lot, with a cluster
of smal l cabins, is located on an is land ^ust offshore. The
c a b i n s i n t h e h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t a r e g e n e r a l l y r u s t i c i n
character, wi th the ear l iest being of sol id log construct ion,
wood frame with bark-covered log slab siding, and wood frame with
shake exteriors. Porch supports and railings are often fashioned
from logs or limbs, while window surrounds and bargeboards may be
of sp l i t l imbs wi th bark le f t in tac t ; mass ive s tone exter io r
chimneys of local granitic rubble are used on almost every cabin.
The ear l i es t cab ins were bu i l t a long the shore l i ne o f the
reservoir; later cabins are often higher up the steep slopes, but
virtually all are oriented toward the lake to maximize the view
potential. Common alterations include the enlargement of windows
on the view sides, and the enlargement of the original, often
tiny, cabins with additions which used materials compatible with
the character of the natural setting. A total of 85 properties
are located wi th in the distr ic t boundar ies; of these, 77 are
cabins and one is a separate community garage. Seventy two of
the buildings (85 %) contribute to the character of the district,
those six which do not contribute (7 %) have been substantially
altered in a manner not in keeping with the historic character of
t he d i s t r i c t , i nc lud ing seve ra l wh i ch " * * * * * - * * * * * ™ |e ? re
years in modern, milled lumber. Seven additional lots (8 %) are
vacant; three lots were canceled by the Forest Service and are
not included in the count.

Expanded Description: The Big Bear Southwest Shore Historic
District consists of 85 lots owned by the U. S. Forest Service,
occupied by 77 privately owned cabins and one community garage
erected under Special Use permits. They were built between 1911
and 1941 on the southwest shore of Big Bear Lake, Dust east of
the Bear Valley Dam. The setting is one of massive granite
boulders, a scenic, rocky shoreline, and steep slopes with a thin
covering of Ponderosa pines; several grassy meadow areas slope
gently to the lakeshore in the eastern portions of the district.
■The first cabin sites to be improved were in the vicinity of Kidd
Cove, being lots 63, 55 and 58, the latter occupying Treasure
IslaAd just offshore. Other early cabins were clustered around
Keystone Point. Shoreline lots were the first to be developed,



with later construction back from the lake and on the higher
slopes. As the new Bear Valley Dam had flooded the only access
road from the east, the cabins were accessible only by water
before 1925. The 1921 tract survey report of the ranger in
charge noted that most lots were accessible by boat; cabin owners
were encouraged to leave their cars at the road across the lake.
Building materials were available by cutting logs on site, or by
p u r c h a s i n g l u m b e r, s l a b s , s h a k e s o r s h i n g l e s f r o m l o c a l
suppliers, then transporting the materials to the building sites
bv t rucks , boats and barges . Loca l cons t ruc t ion he lp was
available at Big Bear in the summer months. Of the lots in the
tract , the ranger noted that a lmost a l l were steep, and on
granite with much site preparation necessary (Anderson, tract
survey report). Many of the earliest cabins were of solid log
construction, and are attributed to William E. Knickerbocker, the
resident dam keeper. Knickerbocker was an expert woodsman, and
claimed to have constructed over 40 cabins, most in the vicinity
of the dam, although some of these may have been outside of the
historic district. He was the dam keeper from 1909 to 1918, all
of the log cabins in the district were built during this period.
He also was skilled in the construction of wood frame cabins
sheathed in p ine s labs w i th the bark le f t i n p lace ; these
buildings attempt to create the appearance of log cabins, but
have thinner walls and window reveals. The log slab cabins also
correlate directly with Knickerbocker's tenure as dam keeper.

Beginning about 1916, vertical board and batten also became apopular building material, and was widely used in the 1920s,
shinale exteriors are also diagnostic of the 1920s, although
several ear" er examples can be found. Horizontal wood siding,
including clapboard, V-rustic, and "log cabin" siding, was used^ t - J r f ^ i i v f r o m 1 9 2 4 t o 1 9 4 1 . O n e o f t h e l a s t t y p e s o f
sL°atahdingaused,'prTma/Ay « replacement siding in the 1940s and
1950s wal a type called "log cabin shiplap" whichl was| ^Hed with
a roughly el l ipt ical profile to approximate a smooth, log-l ike
Loearance! much shallower than the rounded profiles of "log
c a b i n " s i d i n g E x t e r i o r m a t e r i a l s a r e g e n e r a l l y s t a i n e d i n
oravs, browns and greens to blend with the environment, although9 ! I l „Shades of red are a lso used and are compat ib le. No-
s tanda rd i ze p l ans we re ' l oca ted f o r t he t r ac t , bu t gene ra lrrfnlc anni 1-he need for local ranger approval dictated an
£S£^naerchfttcturarcharfacter which wal, in tune with nature and
reinforced Forest Service objectives.
The cabins in the tract generally started out as small, one-room
structures with medium to high side-gabled roofs; granite rubble
l i reo laces w i th ex te r io r ch imneys were w idespread , i f no t
ub iau i tous Porches were usual ly shed-roofed, spanning the
-nr i re f r fn t o f the bui ld ings, a l though a few were recessed,
wSile some were absent altogether. Because °f the steepne*s °f?h» clones the rears of the cabins were usually at grade, with
t*t front!'elevated above the downhill slopes facing the view of
$*t fake"enclosed storage was often constructed under the front
porch Porch supports Ind rai l ings frequently emphasized the



rustic character of the cabins, being constructed of logs, limbs
or branches, sometimes with the bark left in place; a similar
treatment frequently enhanced the bargeboards, window surrounds,
or vertical battens. In spite of the abundance of granite, there
i s su rp r i s i ng l y l i t t l e use o f s tone fo r cons t ruc t i on i n t he
district, other than for fireplace chimneys, steps or retaining
wal ls; the one major except ion is a large stone boathouse
adjoining Cabin No. 446.
Early cabins were usually small, meeting minimum requirements for
lot improvements, although some were substantial structures in
their own right, such as the log cabins of William Knickerbocker.
As families became established in their summer routines, the
deficiencies of their smal l bui ld ings soon became apparent.
Cabins were often expanded, some quite early in their histories.
A d d i t i o n s f r e q u e n t l y r e fl e c t p o p u l a r o r a v a i l a b l e b u i l d i n g
materials of the time; early additions to log cabins were often
sheathed in wood shakes or board and batten. While the variety
of materials on a single building may reflect incremental growth,
the rustic character was generally maintained.
The Big Bear Southwest Shore Historic District retains a high
degree of overall integrity. Almost all the cabins constructed
between 1911 and 1941 survive, although many have been altered
over the years, usually in a manner compatible with the rustic
character of the early archi tecture. Only six bui ldings haye
been so substantially altered that they no longer contribute to
tht rustic theme and sense of time and place represented by-the
old summer home colony. Very few buildings have been lost over
time- only five cabins were verified as having disappeared. At
lealt one building is known to have been destroyed by fire, while
another was moved to Boulder Bay outs ide of the h is tor ic
d i s t r i c t .
The table on the following page lists all of the Forest Service
lo t s w i t h i n t he h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t , show ing the cab in o r l o t
number the year the cabin was bui l t , and the archi tectural
Cha rac te r o f t he o r i g i na l bu i l d i ng . The s t rong co r re la t i on
between "ate of construction and the type of building materials
used is clearly evident, with the earliest cabins being of solid
loa construction, or wood frame sheathed in log slabs or wood
shlkes Board and batten came into use in the second half of?£• lfioa and was popular through the 1920s; shingles were also
oonular in the 1920s. Various types of horizontal wood siding,
sta ined dark colors to b lend wi th the natural set t ing, were
generally used from the mid-1920s through the Depression years.
There are some exceptions, such as the Japanesque board and
hatten cabins [Lot No. 58] built on Treasure Island from 1912 to
abouf19T7, orthe handsome, shake-sided rustic guest house ofthe Wheeler fami ly [Cabin No. 85] bui l t in 1937. Complete
descriptions of thecabins can be found in the Building Inventory



Cabin Number

1 .
2 .
3 .
4 .
5 .
6.
7 .
8 .
9.

10.
11 .
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22 .
23 .
24.
25 .
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35 .
36 .
37 .
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45 .
46.
47.
48.
49.

Year Bui l t Exter ior Character

1921 sh ing l e
1917 shake
1923 shingle/board & batten
1917 shake
1914 l o g
1914 log s labs
1914 shake
1915 l o g
1914 log s labs
1915 shake
1915 shake
1923 board & batten
1922 sh ing le
1931 (?)
1915 l o g
1915 l o g
1917 log slabs
1925 ve r t i ca l boa rds
1918 shake
1916 log s labs
1915-16 l o g
1916 l o g
1917 board & batten

lot vacant
1917 board & batten
1916-17 shake
1918 board & batten
1914 l o g
1916 l o g
1916 sh ing l e

lot vacant ———
1913 log slabs
1914 l o g
1940 " log cab in" sh ip lap

c. 1914 log slabs
1914 l o g
1918 board & batten
1914 sh ing l e
1938 " log cab in " s id ing

lot vacant ———

c. 1929 board & batten
lot vacant ———

1917 log slabs
1916 board & batten
1922 sh ing l e
1922 sh ing l e
1915 log s labs
1916 log slabs

lot canceled _ _ _



Cabin Number Ye a r B u i l t E x t e r i o r C h a r a c t e r

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
96.

390.
446.
506. (garage)

lot vacant
1917
1917

c. 1914
1913

c. 1916
1912
1914
1916
1912
1918
1927
1938
1933
1911-12
1915
1922
1917
1934
1931
1919

lot canceled
1918
1923
1920
1941

c. 1929
1924

c. 1927
1941
1922

lot canceled
n o t i n d i s t r i c t

1930
1926
1927
1937

lot vacant
lot vacant

1926
c. 1926

l o g
shake
log slabs
corrugated metal
log slabs
(?)
shake
shake
board & batten
sh ing le
board & batten
beveled
clapboard
l o g
log s labs
board & batten
l o g
sh ing l e
board & batten
board & batten

log s labs
log slabs
board & batten
shake
sh ing l e
hor i z . board
board & batten
hor i z . board
board & batten

sh ing l e
board & batten
hor iz . board
shake

hor i z . board
board & batten

Table 1. Construction Dates and Materials Used

Note- "Construct ion Dates" refers to or ig inal cabin, not to later
a l t e r a t i o n s o r A d d i t i o n s . " M a t e r i a l s U s e d " r e f e r s t o s i d i n g o f
Or ig inal cabin, as observed f rom surv iv ing evidence; i f bui ld ing
has been re-sided to the degree that original sheathing cannot behas been
discerned, i t is noted as (?).
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Summary Statement of Significance: With the enlargement of BigBear Lake as a result of the new 1911 dam, shoreline recreational
cabin sites were in demand by urban Southern Californians looking
for a place to get "back to nature". The district is part of the
earliest (1915-21) and largest Forest Service tract surveyed in
the Big Bear Lake area. Some of the cabins were built prior to
the tract survey, and represent the initial phase of recreational
home development at Big Bear Lake. The cabins are a rustic
enclave which reflect early Forest Service attempts to regulate
architectural development compatible with the natural setting.
The earliest cabins, in particular, are excellent examples of the
rustic design favored for forest locations by federal agencies
and citizens wishing to capture a "wilderness experience"; many
are of log construction by a noted local builder and keeper of
the dam from 1909 to 1918. The area was largely developed before
the Great Depression; 66 cabins were built pnpr to 1930. The
majority of the cabins (59) were built before the completion of
the highway in the winter of 1924-25, but seven more were built
dur ing the prosperous years before the end of the 1920s.
Building activity was slowed during the Depression, but saw a
minor resumption on the eve of the Second World War; only to be
curtai led ent irely during the war years. Although a few lots
remained, or eventually became, vacant, there was no further
building within the historic distr ict after 1941. The period of
s i g n i fi c a n c e i s 1 9 11 - 1 9 4 1 , r e fl e c t i n g t h e e n t i r e s p a n o f
development f rom beginning to end. The per iod of P«mary
significance is 1911-1929, when the development ofthe district
was largely completed, but the cabins built during the Depression
are also reflective of local and national patterns. A secondary
p e r i o To f s i g n i fi c a n c e f r o m 1 9 3 0 t o 1 9 4 1 c o m p l e t e s t h e
development of the district, with cabins built during this perioda e n e r a l l v a d h e r i n g t o t h e r u s t i c t h e m e o f t h e e a r l i e r
IrchYtecture. The Big Bear Southwest Shore Historic Distr ict
remains as an exce l len t example o f the ear l ies t phase o f
recreational settlement at Big Bear Lake, which now depends upon
summer ana winter recreation for its livelihood; the district is
also notable for the rustic architecture of its cabins. It meets
criterfon A (events) and criterion C (architecture); although a
Sir of cabin owners were prominent in their home communities,
2nT summer cabins represent a secondary association which were
not ST s i tes o f the i r h is tor ic cont r ibu t ions, and would not
merit additional consideration under criterion B (persons).

Expanded Statement of Significance: The San Bernardino Mountainsare a large, upl i f ted granit ic block or iented in an east-west
direction north of the San Bernardino Valley. Along with the San
Gabriels, they form an alpine landscape adjacent to the maDor
urban Populat ion centers of Southern Cali fornia. Rising over
?*000Pfeet7the mountains are rugged and forested, offer ing
summer and winter recreational opportunities to millions 0f city
dwel lers wi th in a few hours dr ive. The accessib i l i ty of th is
W i l d e r n e s s t o m a j o r p o p u l a t i o n c e n t e r s w a s k e y t o t h e
recreational development of the area.
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The study area is located on the southwestern shore of Big Bear
Lake, a major reservoir in the San Bernardino Mountains about 25
aer ia l mi les nor theast o f the c i ty o f San Bernard ino. E levat ion
is rough ly 6800 feet ; the ter ra in cons is ts o f mass ive, rounded
o u t c r o p s o f g r a n i t i c b o u l d e r s w i t h a t h i n t o m o d e r a t e f o r e s t
cover of Ponderosa Pine. Mounta in crests are genera l ly lower,
with more meadows and broad valleys than in other parts of the
S a n B e r n a r d i n o s o r S a n G a b r i e l s ( S c h u i l i n g , p . 1 2 ) . E a r l y
economic activities in the area concentrated on mining and timber
production (Drake, p. 17). However, the mines of the 1870s were
never major producers, and the timber supplies, important in the
early development of the cities and towns of the San Bernardino
Val ley, were subject to deplet ion and very s low regenerat ion in
the dry climate. As these activit ies waned, stock grazing became
the next major phase in Bear Valley; the meadows of the broad
va l l ey p rov ided amp le feed fo r t he l i ves tock . I t was i n to th i s
bucol ic scene that external forces in t ruded wi th an impact that
was to permanently change the character of the area. In the San
Bernardino Valley below, major economic growth was occurring with
the a r r i va l o f the ra i l roads and the deve lopment o f the c i t rus
indus t ry, espec ia l l y in the San Bernard ino :Red lands a rea . The
need for addi t ional water suppl ies was obvious, and the search
f o r p o t e n t i a l r e s e r v o i r s i t e s w a s e x t e n d e d i n t o h e S a n
Bernard ino Mounta ins . F rank E. Brown, an en terpr is ing g lands
developer with a background in engineering, visited the Big Bear
Valley in 1883 and found it to be an ideal site for water storage
Ttchui l ing, p. 86); he was able to ra ise the necessary financial
support and organized the Bear Valley Land and Water Company.
Land was purchased and construction of the first Bear Valley dam
btgan in 1883, wi th complet ion the fo l lowing year (Mikesel l , p .
8-9) The thin, new single-arch stone dam was described as "the
eighth wonder Sf the world" (Schuyler, pp. 163-164), and rose 64
f e l t i m p o u n d i n g t h e w a t e r s o f B e a r C r e e k i n t o a s u b s t a n t i a l
reservoir* The project "insured the continued growth of Redlands
a T d T h e c i t r u s I r e l o f t h e e a s t e r * g a l l e y - i | f ^ " ^ P - . I J i ;n,,*- a number of drv years, most notably 1898-aa, iyuu ana x»u-»,
law the rt l lrvoir empty; i t was becoming apparent to the growers
in the RedlanTs are? that a higher dam with a larger reservoir
would be necessary (Hinckley, p. 1) . A new company, the Bear
valley Mutual Water Company, was organized in 1903; one of its
stated purposes was the construction of a higher dam.

The new dam on Bear Creek was to be located just downstream fromJho ?Rfi3-84 structure. J. S. Eastwood, a noted engineer who had
designed a number o" mUitiPle-arch dams in the West, submitted
ollnlfor a 65-foot high dam in 1910. The water company accepted
tne Eas?wolddesign, which was raised to 72' during construct ionthe Eas twooa ueo j -y , Eas twood 's concre te mu l t ip le -arch dam,
comSle t i r i n -1911 , wVu ld I ven tua l l y ra i se the l eve l o f t he l ake

r e s e r v o i r fi r s t fi l l e d t o c a p a c i t y i n 1 9 1 7 , t h e r e s u l t w a s a
jewll-l ike lake seven miles long and one mile wide around which
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a l l the fu tu re deve lopment o f the count ry was des t ined to be
centered" (Drake, p. 20).

The construction of the new dam in 1910-11 was the impetus for
increased recreational development in the area. The Bear Valley
Mutual Water Company subdivided some of its holdings along the
lake shore and promoted pr ivate recreat ional leases (Hinck ley,
p p 4 1 - 4 2 ) A l s o , t h e n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d F o r e s t S e r v i c e , u n d e r
i t s s p e c i a l u s e p e r m i t p r o g r a m , c o u l d e n g a g e i n a u t h o r i z i n g
a c t i v i t i e s o t h e r t h a n t i m b e r p r o d u c t i o n o n i t s l a n d s . S u c h
permi ts might inc lude min ing, graz ing, the operat ion of resor ts
a n d s u m m e r c a m p s , a n d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f r e c r e a t i o n a l
re^sidences The first "Use Book" of the Forest Service (The Use
of the National Forest Reserves: Regulations and Instructions, U.
?7 Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Washington, D. C,
1905") stated,

Hotels, stores, mil ls, summer residences, and similar
establishments will be allowed upon reserve lands
wherever the demand is legitimate and consistent with
the best interests of the reserve. (Berg, p. 71) .

Subsequent ed i t ions o f the "Use Book" c la r ified the renewable
aspect o f the permi ts , as wel l as requ i r ing const ruc t ion wi th in
" s o m e d e fi n i t e l y s t a t e d r e a s o n a b l e t i m e " , w i t h t h e r e s i d e n c e
p r i v i l e g e t o " b e b e n e fi c i a l l y e n j o y e d f o r a t l e a s t a c e r t a i n
sta ted per iod each year" . These prov is ions were an assurance
that cabin s i tes would be improved soon af ter the spec ia l use
permits had been granted (Berg, p. 72).
The fi rs t documen ted res idence pe rm i t s i n Ca l i f o rn ia Na t i ona l
Forests were on the Sierra and Angeles Forest Reserves m 1906;
the first Southern Cal i forn ia permit was for a residence in San
Gabr i e l Canyon above Azusa (Be rg , p . 72 -73 ) . No gu ide l i nes
existed until 1914, when the California Regional Forester made an
attempt to br ing some order to the process by issuing the first
real instructions for second home Special Use permits (Berg, p.
73) These early permits were renewable annually upon the mutual
agreement o f the Fores t Serv ice and the permi t tee . Whi le the
Forest Service did not act ively promote the recreat ion residence
permi t p rogram in the ear ly years , i ts popu lar i ty grew rap id ly,
spread pr imari ly by word-of-mouth. Among the areas m greatest
demand were the Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests,
access ib le to the growing populat ion of the Los Angeles bas in
(Berg, p. 73-74) .
The permit process was formalized with the Occupancy Permit Act
o f March 4 , 1915. Pub l ic in te res t in second homes i tes on the
Nat ional Forests was growing, especial ly in Southern Cal i fornia.
The Act provided for summer home permits of up to 30 years,
although Forest Service implementing regulations sett led on a 15
year figure ; however, the ma jo r i t y o f pe rmi ts were s t i l l o f the
te rm inab le (annua l ) t ype (Berg , p . 87 ) . The Ac t a l so imposed
limits on summer home lot size. The most important aspect of the
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Occupancy Permit Act was that it formally put the Forest Service
in the business of managing recreational homesites.

In response to the 1915 Ac t , d i s t r i c t fo res t rangers began to
r e v i e w " l a n d s u n d e r t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n f o r t h e i r s u i t a b i l i t y f o r
r e c r e a t i o n a l r e s i d e n c e s a n d e x e r c i s e c o n t r o l s o v e r t h e i r
development (Jackson, p. 172) . Formal surveys were undertaken,
and genera l gu ide l ines were developed. In the San Bernard ino
Nat ional Forest , the t racts were surveyed largely f rom 1916 to
1 9 3 0 , w i t h m o s t o f t h e a c t i v i t y b e f o r e 1 9 2 6 ( B e r g , p . 9 0 ) .
According to Donald Berg, the Big Bear Tract, consisting of 246
second home sites, was surveyed between 1919 and 1922 (Berg, p.
23); however, records avai lable at the San Bernardino Nat ional
Forest headquarters indicated that survey work on the Big Bear
Tract began in 1915, probably soon after the passage of the 1915
A c t L . H . A n d e r s o n , f o r e s t r a n g e r , w r o t e i n h i s r e p o r t o f
February 4, 1921, that 154 residence lots had been surveyed "over
t h e p a s t s i x y e a r s " ( A n d e r s o n , t r a c t s u r v e y r e p o r t ) . T h e
earliest lots in the tract were Numbers 1-72, which were laid out
in an orderly sequence from Fisher Cover to the Bear Valley Dam;
t h e n e x t s e r i e s o f l o t s r u n f r o m 7 3 t o 8 5 , b a c k fi l l i n g a t
scattered locations between the dam and Fisher Cove. These first
lots are located on the southwest shore, and all but one occupy
the a rea o f t he p roposed h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t . V i r t ua l l y a l l o f t he
additional lots in Anderson's 1921 report were established across
the lake, in an extension of the Big Bear Tract which wrapped
around the dam and curved eastward along the north shore.

There is very l i t t le correlat ion between the lot numbers and the
cons t ruc t ion da tes o f cab ins in the p roposed h is to r i c d i s t r i c t .
Ea r l v l o t su rveys were conduc ted sys temat i ca l l y f r om eas t t o
west, but cabins were built at various times by permittees Some
of the earl iest cabins in the distr ict are on high numbered lots
re g 55, 58 and 63]; these lots were surveyed prior to 1915 and
grandfathered in to the number ing system at a la ter date A lso,
l a b i n b u i l d i n g s i t e s w e r e n o t n e c e s s a r i l y m a d e a v a i l a b l e i n
sequence as surveys were completed; permits were issued randomly
as permittees chose lots which appealed to them Permittees who
d e s i r e d a p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t r a c t i v e s i t e c o u l d e v e n h a v e i t
surveyed by the local ranger in advance of other potent ia l lots
i n t h e v i c i n i t y . I n s o m e a r e a s , t h e r e w a s a t e n d e n c y f o r
f r iends, re la t ives, or ne ighbors to take out Permi ts for lo ts in
close proximity, creat ing clusters of cabins owned by permittees
who knew each other.

Bv the 1920s, the San Bernardino National Forest had the largest
n u m b e r o f s u m m e r h o m e s o f a n y N a t i o n a l F o r e s t ^ C ^ * 0 ™ * ' *
s t i l l r a n k e d s e c o n d a s o f 1 9 7 3 . T h e f o r e s t s o f t h e S o u t h e r n
Cali fornia mountains were in a drier cl imate, where forest coyer
was thinner and regeneration slower. Heavy logging had taken its
to l l in the San Bernard inos, and the spec ia l use permi ts were
s e e n a s a n i m p o r t a n t g e n e r a t o r o f fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t f o r t h e
lo res t Serv ice Spec ia l Use Permi t fees fo r recreat iona l homes
were seen as an important source of income, especial ly in the
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Sou the rn Ca l i f o rn ia f o res ts where t imber sa les were - l ess
promising (Berg, p. 85) . Donald Berg noted that "the idea of avacation home on a National Forest site became especially popular
in Southern California" (Berg, p. 85), and vigorous promotion of
the idea was undertaken in some Southern California forests.
Some of the regional offices of the Forest Service published
brochures on summer homes; the San Francisco office published
"Summer Homesites on National Forests in California" in 1916, and
d is t r ibu ted i t to va r ious superv iso r ' s o ffices in the reg ion
(Berg, p. 93) . Additional publicity was being generated in the

popular press, most notably Sunset magazine, along with LandscapeArchitecture, Saturday Evening Post, Field and Stream and House
Beautiful"! This was occurring at a time when Americans were
rediscover ing the out -of -doors, in what some authors have
described as a "back to nature" movement.

Largely in response to the growth of industrialization and urban
centers, there developed a "back to nature" movement which sought
out wi lderness for i ts romant ic and spir i tual values; i t was
especially appealing if it "lay somewhere on the urban fringe,
easily accessible and mildly wild" (Jakle, p. 64) . Donald Berg,
quoting from Peter J. Schmitt's Back to Nature: The Arcadian Mythin Urban America, notes

Schmitt wri tes that: "For ci ty folk, seeking refuge from
the frantic pace of urban society, there developed a back
to nature" movement which attracted wide popular support at
the turn of the century and created institutions that remain
today " The urge for the out-of-doors, the rugged life, the
rustic was not viewed as a rejection of the city; people
periodically left the urban areas mainly to escape the minor
irritations of urban life. Along the way the back to nature
movement shifted from being a luxury of the rich to a
preoccupation of an urban middle class" (Berg, p. 69) .

The ascendancy of the private automobile during this period was
an important factor in bringing the vacationing public into the
outdoors John Jakle notes in his book, The Tourist, that the
Sationa^l Park Service distributed 83,000 automobile guidebooks to
the motoring public in 1917 to promote visitation; the various
aS?omobi l€"c lubs and highway associat ions were involve in
s i m i l a r e f f o r t s ( J a k l e , p . 6 8 ) . C e r t a i n l y, t h e a u t o m o b i l e
ficUitated access to the mountain wilderness, which was now only
f dav's drive from the doorsteps of most Southern Californians.
Sarly recreational home development was more heavily centered m
the Angeles National Forest of the San Gabriel Mountains, closer
to the major population centers of Los Angeles and the San
Gabrfel valley? However, the completion of the Bear Valley Dam
in 1911, and the subsequent filling of the new reservoir oyer the
next several years created an additional impetus for recreational
slftlement in the more remote San Bernardino Mountains The
drive wis longer, being as much as two days in the earliest
Jears , bu t the poor roads were g radua l l y be ing upgraded ,

15



especially in the Los Angeles Basin and the San Bernardino
Valley. Roads into the mountains were also being improved; in
1915, the "Rim of the World" highway was dedicated, connecting
San Bernardino with Bear Valley by way of City Creek to Fawnskin,
a settlement on the north shore of the rising lake (Drake, p.
24). Also involved with the cause of promoting new roads into
the Southern Cal i fo rn ia mounta in areas were the Southern
California Automobile Club (Supernowicz, personal communication)
and the Forest Service. In 1916 and 1921, Congressional Acts
appropr ia ted la rge amoun ts o f fund ing fo r cons t ruc t ion o f
highways within the National Forests. The Bear Valley Road,
approved in 1922, was part of the "forest highways" program; it
diverged from the City Creek route at its crossing of the NorthFork of Dry Creek, then followed the canyon of Bear Creek to the
new Bear Valley Dam. This new highway connected with the road to
Gray's Camp, which ran along the north shore of the lake; the
Bear Valley Extension, which crossed the dam and followed the
present alignment of Highway 18 above the south shore of the
lake, was not completed until the winter of 1924-25.
While the new roads facilitated automobile and auto stage traffic
to the Bear Valley area, the cabins of the southwest shore colony
had no direct access from the main highway for a number of years.
The old road from Pine Knot to the 1883-84 Bear Valley Dam
provided early overland access from the east, but was subject to
periodic inundation after the completion of the new dam in 1911,
and was permanently flooded after the reservoir filled in 1917.
Access to the southwest shore cabins was primarily by water until
the present highway was completed. The 1921 ranger's report
noted that most lots were accessible by boat, and that permittees
could leave their cars at the road; also, construction materials
could be conveyed to the building sites "by trucks, boats and
barges" (Anderson, tract survey report).
The earliest recorded residential permits for the southwest shore
cabins occurred in 1911 under the terminable permit program.
Several of the first permits for Forest Service cabin sites were
issued to members of the family of Herbert Garstin, who was
President of the Bear Valley Mutual Water Company. Other early
permits were issued to middle-class families, primarily from Los
Angeles; many permittees were neighbors, business associates or
relatives. Promotion appears to have been Primarily by word of
mouth- the fact that 24 cabins were built prior to the 1915 Act
attests to the popularity of the area among people who knew each
other Speculation was discouraged by the 1915 Act, although the
dam keepers appear to have been associated with the development
o lsomfof the* lo ts . Wi l l iam E. Kn ickerbocker was in «8F^£
in the nearby Dam Keeper's House from 1909 to 1918. F.0^est
Service records show that a number of early permits were issued
to Knickerbocker, who held them briefly before transfer to new
owners in addition to his duties as dam keeper, Knickerbocker
was a skilled woodsman and kept himself busy cuttxng t^er jj
construct ing cabins for the ear l iest permit tees. The ear l iest
cabin in thl district, No. 63, was built by Knickerbocker under
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his res idence permi t issued in 1911. He seemed to prefer
building with heavy logs, usually felled on the premises. All of
the log cabins in the historic district were built between 1911
and 1917, which correlates directly with the period in which he
served as dam keeper. Knickerbocker was born in Pennsylvania in
1870, and arrived in San Bernardino in December 1901; he went to
work as a freight team driver between Victorville and Doble, and
then worked in logging in Holcomb Valley. By June 1902, he was
employed building cabins for Gus Knight at Indian Lodge. Afterhe settled into year-round residence at the Bear Valley Dam, he
c o n t i n u e d t o b u i l d c a b i n s , a n d h i s b i o g r a p h y c l a i m s h e
constructed "forty other cabins, the greater port ion of which
were near Bear Valley Dam" (Brown and Boyd, p. 1504). The
biography also noted his reputation as "the best woodsman in this
r e g i o n . . . T h i s p r o fi c i e n c y i s d o u b t l e s s t h e r e s u l t o f e a r l y
training in the woods" (Brown and Boyd, p. 1505). Knickerbocker
was probably familiar with log cabins in his native Pennsylvania;
his buildings in the Big Bear Tract show considerable skill in
working in log construction that suggests a familiarity with the
materials and techniques. There is a high level of consistency
in the notching, chinking, and general appearance of his cabins.
He was also involved in the construction of another distinctive,
rustic cabin type: wood frame sheathed in Pi»« l0? sl^%wl1^ ^he
bark l e f t i n p lace . These da te f rom 1913 to 1918 , aga in
correlating with Knickerbocker's tenure as dam keeper; only one
example, dating from 1923, is later. Local tradition attributes
the construction of many of the early cabins to Knickerbocker; it
appears to be very likely that he built or assisted with a large
number of cabins in the tract during his tenure as dam keeper.
It is interesting to note that his successor, Bayliss T. Weed,
apparently also built several cabins in the 1920s when he was
employed as dam keeper.
The character of the Big Bear Tract cabins is decidedly rustic.
The ear ly log cabins of Wi l l iam Knickerbocker were h igh ly
Impropriate af a response to the "back to nature" movement, in
which middle-class urbanites were looking for a return to the
romant ic values of the outdoors wi thout the inconvenience.
Fur thermore, the log cab in myth was s t rong ly ingra ined m
^ericanfolklore, and9 had all the proper symbolic content for a
group or people who fancied themselves as new pioneers. Intte
earl? years of the Forest Service, there were no firm guidelines
for construction, although the local ranger had a certain amount
of control over what was built on Forest Service land. As the
aaencv developed more experience with the management of special
use permYts1 °for recreational residences, more c^rols were
deve loped. Ear ly Fores t Serv ice recommendat ions s t ressed
compatibility with the natural setting, and the local ranger had
t£epower to reject permittee's plans which did not conform with
Sis goal. Berg noted, "the conventional 'rustic' image for the
dwell ino was encouraged as being appropriate for the forest
settina- (Berg* P- H2). By the 1920's, permits were requiring
dwe l l i ng e ' t l r i o r s t o be s t a i ned o r pa i n ted i n app rop r i a t e
colors; eventual ly, Forest Serv ice offic ia ls a lso had contro l
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over the size, layout and color of the cabin (Berg, p. 94 and
112). Some National Forests, such as the St. Joe National Forest
in Idaho in the mid-1920s (Attebery, "A Dry and Comfortable
Habi tat ion") , actual ly provided standardized p lans for cabin
construction, although there is no record of this approach having
been used in the San Bernardino National Forest. Some indication
of recommended materials for use in the Big Bear Tract can be
inferred from the ranger's report of 1921 which accompanied the
tract survey, in which it was stated, "slabs, shakes or shingles
are not out of reach of most lessees" (Anderson, tract survey
repor t ) .
The National Park Service was the first federal agency to adopt a
"rust ic sty le" for i ts own structures, employing a t reatment
which "was an accessory of nature rather than a man-made feature
dominat ing the scene. . .a non- in t rus ive arch i tec ture through
sens i t i ve use o f na t i ve ma te r i a l s and a rch i t ec tu ra l f o rms
proportional to the surrounding environment" (Throop, p. 8) . In
addition, buildings like these successfully combined wilderness
imagery with creature comforts expected by the traveling public.
This publ ic exposure helped to fix the rust ic image in the
American mind, in an association which linked the naturalistic
bu i l d i ngs w i t h t he sea rch f o r r esp i t e f r om g row ing u rban
pressures in the 20th century. Also, the popular press wasoromoting the idea of the outdoors, frequently accompanied by
planffo? small mountain cabins that were affordable to anyone.
Often detailed i l lustrations of log or frame construction were
provided, and some companies specialized in providing complete
plaL, as well as building materials. The Hammond Lumber Companyo f Los Ange les pub l i shed an a rch i tec tu ra l compet i t i on fo r
"MountainCabinsof Redwood" in 1934, while the Diamond Match
Company of Chico, California, was nationally known m the 1920sC o m p a n y o t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a n ^ A c o n t e m p o r a r y w r i t e r
noted,

"With the blue prints of the Diamond Match Company, or any
other lumber concern of the Golden State, and the material
supplied ready for building, it ought to be easy enough for• any handy man to build his own board camp" (Brimmer, p. 48).

Sunset Magazine f irst issued its Cabin Plan §o^k ir, the 1920s,
w i t h n u m e r o u s r e v i s i o n s a n d u p d a t e s o v e r t h e y e a r s . T h e s e
sources p rov ided insp i ra t ion and "how to " ins t ruc t ions fo r the
n^hfnite wishing to realize his or her Arcadian dream of owning a
mountain cabin.9 Carpenters and materials were avai lable at Big
Bear Lake area during the summer building season, and several of
the dam keepers bui l t cabins for permittees on a regular basis.
Whi le ?he l i te ra tu re o f the t imes prov ided cons tan t insp i ra t ion
for prospect ive cabin owners, few of the cabins in the h is tor ic
d i s t r t c ! P c a n b e d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t e d t o a n y o n e ^ u r c e a l t h o u g h
the last cabin bui l t in the distr ict [Cabin No. 78, 1941] bears a
strong resemblance to Diamond Match Company's "Cabin No. 82
design.
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As mentioned earlier, the summer cabin tracts were the average
American's answer to the great resorts and spas of the rich.
Many of the southwest shore cabins were largely owned by middle
class residents of Los Angeles; a check of early city directories
revealed that many were neighbors or business associates. A
large number of the early owners were doctors, attorneys and
dentists, suggesting knowledge of the availability of Big Bear
lots among some professional colleagues. Many of the single
women who owned early cabins were teachers who had their summers
f ree to spend "a t the lake" . Fami ly members a lso figured
prominently in the development of the colony, with husbands,
wives, and children often having separate Special Use permits
under their own names. Permits were often transferred toother
family members upon death, and some cabins have remained in the
same famil ies for several generat ions. The southwest shore
colony was apparently a closely-knit community, with the same
families returning for lengthy stays summer after summer.
The southwest shore colony was largely developed prior to the
opening of the present highway through the area. This isolation
contributed to the strong sense of community that was developing,
and the cabin owners united to oppose the construction of the new
highway in 1922 on an alignment that would have followed the
shoreline and destroyed a number of the cabins, as well as
causing substant ia l d isrupt ion to dai ly act iv i t ies. Largely at
their own expense, they were able to have the alignment shifted
to the present route above the cabins. No cabins were lost,
although several lots were bisected by the new alignment, leaving
Cabins 69, 7 6 and 7 9 overlooking the new roadway. The owners
paid for the construction of a road from the highway into the
center of the colony; it connected with the former carriage trail
to the dam, and provided direct vehicular access to many of the
cabins. Several more driveways serving small groups of cabins
were constructed at later dates; some cabins are still accessible
only on foot from the nearest access road.
By the time the highway was completed in the winter of 1924-25,
the southwest shore colony was already largely developed. About
two dozen lots remained, many on steep sites. There was a minor
i n c r e a s e i n b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y a f t e r t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e
h i g h w a y. C a b i n b u i l d i n g i n t h e N a t i o n a l F o r e s t s s l o w e d
dramatically in the 1930s, reflecting .the economic conditions of
the t imes; on ly e igh t cab ins were bu i l t w i th in the h is to r ic
d is t r i c t du r ing th i s t ime . A m inor inc rease in cons t ruc t ion
activity near the end of the Depression was cut short by the
Second World War; the last cabin in the district was built in
1941.
Since the end of the War, several additional lots became vacant,
but the cabins were not replaced. A few buildings have been re
sided or substantially remodeled, but a remarkably high number of
bui ld ings st i l l retain the rust ic archi tectural character which
contributes to the strong sense of time and place of the early
cab in co lony. Wi th the resurgence o f modern rec rea t iona l
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deve lopmen t a t B ig Bea r Lake i n recen t yea rs , t he B ig Bea r
Southwest Shore H is tor ic D is t r ic t s t i l l remains a d i rec t l ink to
the earl iest years of the area's past.

The fo l lowing table shows the distr ibut ion of cabins by year of
construction, with a brief summary explanation of the trends.

.">

ri\

1911 X
1912 XX
1913 XX
1914 xxxxxxxxxxx
1915 xxxxxxxx
1916 xxxxxxxx
1917 xxxxxxxxx
1918 xxxxx
1919 X
1920 X
1921 X
1922 xxxxx
1923 XXX
1924 X
1925 X
1926 XX
1927 XXX
1928
1929 XX
1930 X
1931 XX
1932
1933 X
1934 X
1935
1936
1937 X
1938 XX
1939
1940 X
1941 XX

iT8>

/TB|

Table 2. Dist r ibut ion of Construct ion Dates With in Dist r ic t

The above distribution shows the greatest amount of construction„ i lZ i „ i -hp ear l iest years of development, especia l ly 1914-
H I T Tw e n t y - f o u r o f t h e p r e s e n t c a b i n s h a d a l r e a d y b e e n b u i l t
iv the time of the passage of the Occupancy Permit Act of 1915,
*L so weTe completed before the new highway was bui l t , which
S « v i l e r S r e ^ P a u ? o m o b i l e a c c e s s t o t h e c o l o n y. S i x t y - s i x o f
?£! cabLs were bui l t before the s tar t o f the Great Depress ion.
Fol lowing th,^nat ional pat tern, construct ion dropped dramat ica l ly
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in the 1930s, with only eight more cabins added to the Southwest
Shore colony. A slight increase in construction can be noted
toward the end of the Depression, only to be brought to a
complete halt with the onset of the Second World War in December
1941- this marked the end of development within the historic
district—no cabins were built after 1941, although several were
substantially remodeled in postwar years.

Building Inventory: The fol lowing inventory describes, al l
properties located within the boundaries of the Big Bear South
west Shore Historic District. The list has been divided into
Contributing, Non-contributing, and Vacant categories. Entries
are listed in numerical order by cabin or lot number.
Contributing properties:

Cabin No. 1 (1921): This one-story, side-gabled cabin sits on a
moderate slope above Fisher Cove. The original shingled building
is distinguished by its medium-gabled roof, and full porch across
the front; various side and rear additions have expanded the
small cabin over the years. The front of the house is raised
almost a full story above grade, with a storage area underneath;
vertical log slabs with the bark left in place sheath the lower
level. The porch was extended to the south at an early date, as
evidenced by the spl ic ing of the porch logs; th is ear ly
extension, which wrapped around the east gable end, is now
largely replaced by a shed-roofed addition with horizontal board
siding. The front porch roof is supported by six vertical peeled
logs, with a log railing; log rafter ends project from the eaves.
The front door is flanked by paired windows; window surrounds are
simple. A former sleeping cabin at the rear has now been
connected to the building by the newer side and rear additions.
A sun deck was added in 1983.
The original owner was Charles S. McMillan of Corona, who
received a residence permit in August 1921. He probably built
the cabin himself, as his signature, "C. S. McMillan, Gray's
Camp, Big Bear Lake", appears upon a board in the roof of the
front porch above the main entrance. The cabin is remarkably
similar to an illustration of a summer home on Forest Service
land in Colorado, published in 1925 in Camps, Log. Cabins and
Clubhouses, suggesting the use of published plans or guidelines
as a common design source. McMillan remained the owner until
1941, when the cabin was transferred to Winsol and Marcie Lynch.

Cabin No. 2 (1917): Located on a steep slope, this property has a
main cabin and a detached sleeping cabin. They are perched atop
a stone retaining wall, which creates several terrace levels
connected by stone steps. The design is similar to the original
appearance of cabin No. 1, with a side-gabled roof, a full porch
across the front, and a storage area on the lower level sheathed
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i n ver t i ca l logs w i th a t tached bark . The medium gab le breaks
i n t o a s h e d r o o f o v e r t h e p o r c h , w i t h u p r i g h t , s q u a r e d p o s t
supports and a s imple hor izonta l ra i l ing; the porch roof shows
some evidence of early fire damage and may have been rebuilt,
r e t a i n i n g s o m e o f t h e o l d e r l o g r a f t e r s . T h e b u i l d i n g i s
sheathed in wood shakes. A re la t ive ly modern deck spans the
southeas t gab le end, and is the pr inc ipa l access to the f ron t
porch; the main ent rance is cent ra l ly -p laced, flanked by pa i red
windows looking out over the lake. Window and door surrounds are
simple. A covered breezeway leads to the sleeping cabin at the
rear. The sleeping cabin has a medium-gabled roof and shingle
siding. An outhouse is located at the rear.
The residence permit for Lot 2 was issued to W. B. Pierce of
Corona in December 1916. With winter condit ions in effect, i t is
h igh ly un l ike ly the owner cou ld have s tar ted const ruc t ion unt i l
the spring or summer of 1917. It was apparently completed that
year, as Pierce's first recorded personal property tax payment on
the cabin was made in 1918. In 1935, ownership was transferred
to R. L. and Jessamin Hampton of Corona.

Cabin No. 3 (1923): The cabin is a small, side-gabled building on
a moderate s lope. A large deck extends in f ront wi th a mi l led
l u m b e r r a i l i n g i n a d i a g o n a l p a t t e r n ; l a t t i c e e n c l o s e s t h e
underside. The medium gabled roof has overhanging eaves with
exposed ra f te r ends . The upper por t ions o f the ex te r io r wa l l s
are sheathed in shingles, wi th ver t ica l board and bat ten s id ing
be low a sp l i t - l og be l t cou rse . The ma in en t rance doo r has a
decorative diamond pattern, and is flanked by windows with bark-
covered sp l i t log sur rounds. A smal l w ing on the southwest is
o f f s e t s l i g h t l y ; i t f o l l o w s c l o s e l y t h e d e t a i l i n g o f t h e m a m
p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g , d i f f e r i n g o n l y i n t h e u s e o f a m i l l e d
lumber belt course, and is probably an early addition.

The lot was originally owned by J. W. T. Kimball of Santa Ana,
who received a residence permit in October of 1920. The permit
w a s r e l i n q u i s h e d t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r w i t h o u t a n y c o n s t r u c t i o n
a c t i v i t y, a n d a n e w p e r m i t w a s i s s u e d t o C . R . L a n g f o r d o f
Redlands in September 1921. A 1922 map showed the lot was still
un improved a t tha t t ime , and Lang fo rd d id no t appear on the
county tax rol ls for that year. The cabin was probably bui l t the
f o l l o w i n g y e a r, a s t h e p e r m i t w a s r e n e w e d , i n s t e a d o f b e i n g
r e l i n q u i s h e d f o r n o n - c o n s t r u c t i o n . A f t e r L a n g fo r d ' s d e a th , t h e
permit was passed on to his widow, Effie, of San Bernardino in
November 1925; she transferred it to G. C. and A. V. Piatt of San
Dimas in February 1926. As of 1983, the cabin was stil l in Piatt
family ownership.

Cabin No. 4 (1917): Located on a moderately steep slope, th is
one-story cabin has at-grade access from the rear, with the front
deck e levated a fu l l s tory above the s lope. The or ig ina l cab in
was rec tangu lar in p lan , w i th a med ium gab le roo f and shake
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exterior. It was changed to an L-shape at an early date, with
the addition of a cross-gabled south wing; the shakes were
carefully matched with that of the original cabin. Subsequently,
an early board and batten, shed-roofed addition extended the
cabin at the rear, and a shingled, broad-gabled wing was added to
the front? the porch appears to have once extended all the way
across the front. An exterior concrete block chimney on the

hwa l l i s l a te r i n age . A 9 ' x 10 ' s l eep ing cab in was
removed in 1965. Although the building has been substantially
altered from its original configuration, the additions appear to
be relatively early and maintain the rustic character through use
of compatible materials.
The residence permit was issued to R. W. Crook of Covina in
September of 1916. Since the permit was issued in the fall, it
is probable that construct ion may not have begun unti l the
fallowing spring. The cabin is just outside the area covered by
the 1917 water company map, but is shown on the 1922 highway map.
As of 1983, the cabin was still in Crook family ownership.

Cabin No 5 (1914): This early cabin was constructed by William
Knickerbocker using logs from trees felled on the site. It was
originally rectangular in plan with a medium gable roof; an early
addition at the rear created the present L-shape. Built on a
s teep ly s lop ing s i te over look ing F isher Cove, the bu i ld ing
accomodates the slope by elevating the front porch on peeleda c c o m m o d a t e ^ p ^ ^ ^ ^ e n c l o s e d b y w i n d o w s o n t h e
south side but is extended lakeward in an open balcony with a new
wooden rai l ing and overhanging shed roof. The rear of the
bu i ld ing is an ear ly add i t ion , care fu l l y in tegra ted in to the
original cabin through the use of thick log slab construction;
the roof over the rear portion descends from the ridgelme of the
o r i g i n a l g a b l e , c r e a t i n g a n a s y m m e t r i c a l p r o fi l e a n d t h e
appearance of a double roof. The roofing is composition shingle.
This 449 square foot cabin is one of the oldest in the tract, and
i s a fine examp le o f t he l og cons t ruc t i on o f t he ea r l i es t
buildings. Miss Margaret Burkhalter, a teacher from Los Angeles,
received her residence permit in July 1914. The building could
have been constructed that same summer; it was apparently
complete in 1915, as Miss Burkhalter paid her first personal
property tax on the cabin the following year. It is also shown
on the 1917 water company map. The cabin remained in the
original ownership until 1956, when it was transferred to Louisand Barbara Stone.

Cabin No 6 (1914): The original cabin was a small, rectangular
structure with a steep gable roof and an exterior sheathed in
horizontal log slabs with the bark left in place; windows had
simple wooden surrounds. The building was doubled in size,
oossiblv about 1919, by an extension on the south, sheathed in
narrow wood shakes. A shed-roofed wing at the southwest corner
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of the th is add i t ion g ives the bu i ld ing an L-shaped p lan . The
s lab log s id ing o f the or ig ina l cab in can s t i l l be seen on the
nor th end and the nor th ha l f o f the rear. A shed-roofed porch
spans the front of the bui ld ing; the porch rai l is enclosed with
wooden shakes. The building has an upstairs loft; perched on a
s t e e p s l o p e , t h e r e a r o f t h e b u i l d i n g i s a t g r a d e . A s t o r a g e
area is below, enclosed by vertical boards.

The cabin was built by Earl V. Lewis of Los Angeles, president of
Earl V. Lewis Company, camera and photographic supply stores.
According to the National Register application prepared in 1983,
the original cabin was constructed from materials salvaged from a
movie-set fort, which had been used in The Last of The Mohicans,
filmed on Keystone Point in 1913. Lewis received his residence
permi t in June 1914; h is cab in was p robab ly cons t ruc ted tha t
summer, as Lew is pa id h i s fi rs t pe rsona l p roper ty tax on the
b u i l d i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . T h e . p e r m i t w a s r e i s s u e d a s
"Residence, commercial" in the summer of 1919, with a notation of
in tended hote l use. The h igher fee schedule reflected th is use
until 1925, when the permit was changed back to "Residence". It
i s l i k e l y t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g w a s e n l a r g e d t o i t s p r e s e n t s i z e ,
more than doubling the earlier cabin, in 1919 for this new use as
guest accommodations; also, the relatively large size is apparent
on the 1922 highway map. Lewis remained the owner until 1962,
when it was transferred to Lucille Bouche; as of 1983, the Lewis
fami ly s t i l l re ta ined par t ia l ownership of the cabin.

Cabin No 7 (1914): Perched among boulders on a steep slope,
t h i s t i n y ( 1 9 2 s q u a r e f e e t ) , s i d e - g a b l e d c a b i n i s r o u g h l y
rectangular in plan. It has a medium/high gable with an upstairs
loft , and a shed-roofed porch spanning the front; the porch rai l
i s shea thed i n wooden shakes , and the roo f i s suppo r ted by
s lender t ree t runks wi th t ree branch braces. The f ront door is
flanked by paired windows with simple mil led surrounds. A small
k i t chen is an ear ly rear add i t ion ; a la te r res t room add i t ion i s
at the southwest corner. The base of the cabin on the downslope
side is also covered with shakes.

According to the 1983 Nat ional Register appl icat ion, th is smal l ,
c a b i n w a s b u i l t b y E a r l L e w i s f o r h i s m o t h e r - i n - l a w, E . A .
Sperry However, documentary evidence shows that a Mrs. F. A.
Walton of Los Angeles received a residence permit in June 191?.
The cabin could have been built as early as that summer, and is
shown on the 1922 highway map with Mrs. Walton as owner. She was
a p p a r e n t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e L e w i s f a m i l y , a s t h e p e r m i t w a s
transferred upon her death to Marjor ie Lewis in February 1937,
and both parties had resided at the same address. Marjorie Lewis
was a lso shown as "Mar jor ie Lewis (Sperry)" in Forest Serv ice
records. The cabin was transferred from her ownership to J. S.
Atkins in 1964.

Cabin No. 8 (1915): Constructed of logs with squared projecting
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ends at the corners, this single-story cabin is roughly L-shaped
in clan; it has a medium gable with stained shingles in the gable
ends Located on a moderately sloping site, the front porch is
elevated on a high concrete foundation, with a garage and storage
Irelunderneath. The porch is sided with horizontal log slabs,
=nH has a shed roof; it is enclosed with windows. The cabin
S i l l has" ^o r ig ina l fou r -paned w indows w i th s imp le m i l l ed
Ser surrounds"* A second cabin is shown on the 1922 map and
mafhave been the 10' x 14' "shed" shown in County assessment
^ecortJin 1951; it has now been removed, and only the concrete
foundation remains. An outhouse is also located on the lot.
Forest Service records show the residence permit was issued in
July 1914^0 A. r! Whitmore of Corona. The cabin could have beenhnilt durina that or the following summer; Whitmore paid his
first property tax on the completed cabin in 1916, and it is
shown on the 1917 water company map. Ownership was conveyed to
Helen Whitmore in 1938, who died two years later. I t was
transferred from her estate to Arthur and Ruth Pehl of Upland in
March 1940.

Cabin No. 9 is non-contributing.

Cabin No. 10 (1915): The Mahlstedt cabin is a small, oneTstory
building, rectangular in plan with an asymmetrical, low-pitched
a^ble r?of The building combines natural materials with a more
refined s taggered shak l ex ter io r reflect ive o f the Ar ts and
C r a f t s M o v e m e n t . T h e b u i l d i n g s i t s o n a h o r i z o n t a l l o g
foundation on a knoll overlooking the lake. An open front porch
extends across the front of the building; the shed roof of the
norch is supported on upright logs with the bark removed, while
the raf ters and porch rai l ings are barkless tree l imbs. The
building is framed within upright logs at the corners. Window
s u r r o u n d s a r e o f u n p a i n t e d m i l l e d l u m b e r, w i t h s l i g h t l y
projecting lugsills. The asymmetrical pitch of the roof may beindicative of an early rear addition; there is also a concrete
foundation under this 8' wide rear section, and the vertical log
which once defined the rear corner of the original cabin is now
several feet short of the present roofline on the south wall.
Thl^ding was carefully matched to maintain the character of the
original cabin.
t r Mahlstedt of Los Angeles received his residence permit on
Seotember 1" 1914, with a conduit permit issued the following
month It is probable that construction of the cabin began the
blowing spring or summer; Mahlstedt paid his first personal
orooertv tax on the completed bui ld ing in 1916. The cabin
rema?nedyin his ownership until transferred to Mrs. Lela Pantazin
in 1945.

Cabin No. 11 (1915): The present building represents an early
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expansion of the original cabin. Cabin No. 11 was built as a
sma l l , rec tangu la r bu i l d ing w i th ve r t i ca l l ogs f raming the
corners; i t survives as the southern section of the present
structure It was side-gabled, with a medium/high gabled roof
with wide overhanging eaves and projecting rafter ends. An
exterior fieldstone chimney dominates the south elevation. The
building was extended on the north at an early date; materials
carefully matched the rustic appearance of the earlier cabin. An
early sleeping cabin was built at the rear, connected to the
southwest corner of the original cabin. A modern, shed-roofed
addition and porch were built at the front of the original cabin
in recent years; although the aluminum sash windows detract from
the character of the older building, an attempt has been made to
maintain the rustic appearance by matching the shakes of the
cabin in 1987, the skirts of the lower walls of the cabin and
sleeping cabin were replaced with modern, vertically-grooved
Plywood siding. While the modern alterations detract from the
h is to r i c appearance , the re i s enough , o f t he ea r l y rus t i c
character remaining to classify the building as a contributor to
the d is t r i c t .
The original cabin was built by G. L. Crandall of Long Beach, who
received his residence permit in September 1914. It is likely
thai instruction was undertaken the following spring or summer.
There is a gap in Forest Service records until 1942, when the
cabin reapplars under the ownership of H. H Crandall of Los
Ingelesf. K was transferred to M. K. Smith in 1947.

Cabin No. 12 is non-contributing.

rahin No 13 (1922): Located at the top of the slope above
Fisher Cove, this one-and-a-half story, shingled cabin has a newFisner v-ov«i ' "• ° „_,de at the northwest corner, whi le the
fouthea" corner is9eledvated a full story above the ground. The
oriaintlcabTn occupies the northern two-thirds of the present
structure^anS was rectangular in plan with a medium/high gableroof The cabin was remodeled and expanded southward in 1932. A
!^«Ah liter addition of a low-gabled wing on the west resulted
frtn i-sh\Ted Plan; this smalming ^s scalloped bargeboards
and ver t i ca l board ing in the gab le typ ica l o f the 1950s .A
larw cabled dormer is centered in the eastern slope of the roof
ibove'a^w sun deck. The uniformity of the exterior sheathingabove a ne" su" iidina and its additions have been re-shingled,
SU^hiv at thetine %!"the.second addit ion; vert ical board and
SaSSn" covers the Sownslope area below the building A garage,
shown in the 1956 assessment records, has been removed.
t p Tanoford received his residence permit in September 1921,J ' / ' S v c o n s t r u c t e d h i s c a b i n t h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g o rif EBzŝ  sŝ s ££$£% *wr. .iKJja
in1926, and fn November 1932, the Forest Service approved a
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newly-completed addition and remodeling, which increased the size
of the cabin by about 50%. In 1944, the property was transferred
to J. R. Langford and Gladys Langford Pate; R. H. and Winnie
Carson became the new owners in September of the following year.

Cabin No. 14 is non-contributing.

Cabin No. 15 (1915): This log cabin is irregular in plan with a
medium gable roof; a small, early addition has created a roughly
U-shaped layout. Located on a moderately sloping site, the
building is elevated on a high rubblestone foundation. A shed
roofed porch spans the front, and has a log railing; it has been
pa r t i a l l y enc losed by ve r t i ca l boa rd ing and g l ass on t he
nor theast . The add i t ion on the nor thwest is compat ib le in
character, being of log construction with a stone foundation and
medium gable roof. The cabin has two associated outbuildings.
Thev are small guest houses of vertical board-and-batten with
medium gable roofs; rustic window surrounds are constructed of
tree bark. They are not shown on the 1922 map, and a 1932 ranger
report noted "two buildings on lot", evidence that one was builtbetween 1922 and 1932, while the other was built after 1932. The
property also contains several notable stone retaining wal ls
creating small terraces, and* a flight of stepping stones from the
parking space below.
H G. Webster of East Highlands received the first residentialnlrmit for the lot, issued in August of 1914. Webster held the
lo t b r iefly, t rans fe r r ing i t t o A . P. Kerckho f f o f Cov ina in
December 1914. The cabin was probably constructed by Kerckhoff
iS 1915 or 1916, as it was shown on the April 1917 water company
map It was reissued to Grace Maude Off in October 1917;, the
cabin was still in the ownership of the original family in 1983.

cabin No. 16 (1915): Cabin No. 16 is a one story log building
with a medium gable roof; the squared log ends are criss-crossed,
nroiect ing well beyond the corners. The original side-gabled
building is rectangular in plan, with a small, shed-roofed rear
addition with milled lumber siding. The main entrance is under
the eaves on the north side, and is flanked by paired large
windows with small muntins and simple surrounds. The end gables
are filled with rows of stained wood shakes.
Luther H. Johnson of Los Angeles, president of Panama lubricantsrnnmanv received his residence permit for Lot 16 in July 1914.
Should have constructed the cabin as early as that summer,

though a 1915 date is somewhat more likely for the followingreason!- Johnson received a conduit permit to bring water to the
bui ld ingJ in September 1915 and he pa id the firs t personalt^r^T-1-v tax on the completed structure in 1916. The residencep r o p e r t y t a x o ^ n u n ^ e c o ^ P s & n G a b r i e l i n A u g U s t
f 9 2 4 f " w a s " s u b s e t t o M a r g a r e t M a r s h a l l i n

27



1943. This cabin is one of the finest, least altered examples of
the early log construction of the Big Bear Tract.

Cabin No. 17 (1917) : Th is bu i ld ing demonst ra tes an unusual ly
high degree of adaptation to a rugged, improbable building site.
The cabin is perched among massive granite boulders and pine
trees on a steep slope, appearing to grow out of the landscape.
The rus t ic charac ter o f th is nar row, rec tangu lar -p lan , med ium-
gabled cabin is evident through i ts use of pine-slab siding with
t h e b a r k l e f t i n p l a c e . B a r k w i n d o w s u r r o u n d s a n d l o g
bargeboards add to the rustic appearance. The upper portions of
t h e g a b l e e n d s a r e s h i n g l e d . A t t h e r e a r , a l a r g e g r a n i t e
boulder is accommodated by cutting a corner out of the floorplan,
creating a recessed porch under the roof overhang. A wooden deck
ex tends ac ross the eas te rn ha l f o f t he f ron t o f t he bu i l d i ng ,
suppor ted by squared pos ts and par t ia l l y enc losed be low wi th
lat t icework. A number of exter ior wooden stairways connect the
building with the ground at various levels.
The first residence permit was issued to Edmond Shook of Pomona
in September 1916. With the permit issued so late in the season,
i t is unl ike ly the cabin would have been bui l t that year ; a lso,
S h o o k t r a n s f e r r e d h i s p e r m i t t h e f o l l o w i n g J u l y t o C . W.
Richardson and I. B. Netzley of Glendora. The cabin could have
been built as early as the summer of 1917, and is shown on the
1922 highway map. Netzley became the sole owner in August 1935,
and retained the bui lding unti l Apri l 1948.

Cab in No 18 (1925) : Th is one-and-a-ha l f s to ry bu i ld ing has a
steep gable with long shed dormers; the gable ends are shingled
in the upper port ions. The main entrance is in the north-facing
gable endf opening onto a small deck enclosed by a solid railing.
The lower story of the bui lding is stained, vert ical board siding
wi th the st ructura l members v is ib le on the exter ior. There is a
brick chimney on the rear elevation.

James V. Leonette of Los Angeles received a residence permit for
Lot 18 in 1917; however, it was canceled for non-improvement in
November 1924. Anson C. Thomas of Pomona acquired the permit in
^bruarv 1925, and probably constructed the building that summer.
Thomas retainedTownership7until November 1943, when the permit
was t ransfer red to Chauncey Kol ts o f . Los Angeles. Th is large
Craftsman bui ld ing looks more l ike an ear ly 20th century urban
residence than a mountain cabin, but the use of rustic materials
and the p ic turesque qual i ty o f the s teep roof he lp to re la te i t
t o i t s fo res t s i te . The expos ing o f s t ruc tu ra l members on the
ex te r i o r i s unusua l , and i s seen occas iona l l y i n some o f t he
l a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y s i n g l e - w a l l c o t t a g e s a l o n g t h e C a l i f o r n i a
coast.

C a b i n N o . 1 9 ( 1 9 1 8 ) : T h e c a b i n w a s a p p a r e n t l y b u i l t i n t w o
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stages, as the ini t ial tax assessment was for a very small
building; an early addition created the present "L" shape and
doubled the size of the first cabin. Medium gabled roofs run
parallel to each other over the two sections of the "Lw. The
exterior of the eastern section is covered in wood shakes, and
may be the earlier portion. Within the northeast corner of the
ML" is a flagstone paved deck supported on a rough-cut, weakly
coursed grani te foundat ion. A bat tered exter ior ch imney of
granite extends from the side of the cabin onto the terrace. The
western portion of the building is elevated almost a full story
above the slope; the siding is vertical board with bark-covered
pine battens, extending to the ground to enclose the lower area
for storage. Window surrounds are split logs with attached bark.
The 1932 ranger's report indicated two buildings on the lot at
that time; the second building may have been the sleeping cabin
that was removed between 1951 and 1962, according to assessor's
records.
The firs t res idence permi t was issued to I . F. Whomes in
September 1916. The permit was transferred in October 1917 to
Frank Massey of Glendora. Massey may have constructed the cabin
in the summer of 1918, possibly for B. Chaffey Shepherd of
Pomona, as Shepherd filed for a residence permit for Lot 19 in
January 1919, six months before Massey transferred its ownership
tohim; Shepherd also paid the first personal property tax on the
completed building in July of that same year. The cabin remained
in his ownership until transferred to Philip and Pauline Shepherd
in 1962.

cabin No 20 (1916): The property consists of two buildings: a
larger principal cabin, and a small sleeping, cabin at the rear
The main cabin is single story, L-shaped in plan, • and has a
medium gable roof with broad overhanging eaves. It is sheathed
in rb^ark-covered log slab siding; bargeboards are also log slabs
with the bark left intact. Window and door surrounds are of
minted mi l led lumber. The front of the house is roughly at
grade and has an open porch to the main entrance; the rear of the
house Ts elevated above a moderate slope. A wooden stairway
descends at the rear to the sleeping cabin which is sheathed in
vertical board and batten, but trimmed in bark-covered log slabs;
i t has a low gable roof wi th a 6 ' w ide cent ra l breezeway
Crating two 10' x 12' sleeping rooms. The sleeping cabin was
SS"«^ed™efore 1932 , as the ranger ' s repor t o f tha t year
noted two buildings on the lot.
The first residence permit was issued to Judge George R. Holbrook
of Ontario in August 1916; the cabin must have been constructed
2hat same summer, as Judge Holbrook paid his first personal
property tax on tne completed building the following year The
!sselsment is for a very small building, giving some evidence?* l t therear wing may be an ear ly, but h igh ly compat ib le ,
=Hrt ! t ion Ihe permi t was t ransferred to J . S. Armstrong of
Ontario in January 1921; he retained it until 1941, when Mrs.
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James L. Freeman, also of Ontario, became the new owner.
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r a p p l i c a t i o n , W i l l i a m
Knickerbocker was the builder of the cabin.

Cabin No. 21 (1915-16): Cabin No. 21 is a one-and-one-half story
log structure with a medium gable roof; a shed-roofed dormer
appears above the main entrance. Gable ends are shingled above
the lower walls of log; a single window is placed in each end.
The roughly-squared ends of the logs project beyond the building
corners . The f ron t door is centered in the east e levat ion
overlooking the lake; it is flanked by large windows with milled
lumber surrounds, and is accessed by a-broad, uncovered porch. A
battered chimney of local granite is located on the exterior of
the rear wall; a 8' x 16'shed-roofed addition is constructed at
the rear. A s ing le room s leep ing cab in s tands beh ind the
building; i t has a steep gabled roof and vert ical board and
b a t t e n s i d i n g . T h e a d d i t i o n a n d t h e s l e e p i n g c a b i n a r e
relatively modern in appearance and were built prior to the 1951
tax assessment.
The first residence permit was issued in October 1915 to Harry S.
Pratt of Pomona; it seems unlikely that the cabin could have been
constructed so late in the season, but Pratt did pay the first
personal property tax on the completed building in 1916. The
most p lausib le explanat ion is that the cabin 's bui lder, dam
keeper William Knickerbocker, who was a year-around resident of
t'earea may have been able to work on the building later into
the year, weather permitting, because of his proximity to the Dob
sitefprobably completing the job in the spring of 1916, prior to
the cut-off date for the annual tax assessment. The permit was
transferred in 1934 to John Armstrong of Ontario, who retained
ownership until 1985. The cabin is an excellent example of the
elrly log architecture of the Big Bear Tract, and is the work of
Inoted local builder responsible for a number of the earliest
cabins.

cabin No 22 (1916): This is a one and one-half story log cabin
wSh a medium gable roof. An exterior stairway Provides access
to the lof t through a doorway in the Singled gable on the
northern end. Built on a steeply sloping site, the house has a
fal low front porch enclosed below on the downhil l side with
vertical boards; there is no roof over the porch. The building
hlshld some minor alterations at the rear where deteriorated
logs have been replaced by concrete blocks at the ground level,witn the exception of the exterior stairway and the lack of a
shed dormlr, the building appears to be virtually identical in
destgn ™ Cabin No. 21. At the rear is a small sleeping cabinZi lha rectangular plan, medium gable roof, and wood shake
eiterior; it is; connected to the rear of the main cabin by a
small wooden deck.
The first residence permit was issued to Frank H. Massey of
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Glendora in October 1915. Const ruc t ion probably d id not take
p lace unt i l the fo l lowing summer. In October 1917, the permi t
was re issued to A. P. Kerckhoff o f Cov ina. Af ter h is death in
1925, the cabin was passed on to Frances Kerckhoff, who owned it
unt i l 1955/ when i t was t ransfer red to Car le ton C. Wr ight , J r.
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r a p p l i c a t i o n , W i l l i a m
Knickerbocker was the builder.

Cabin No. 23 (1917): This small , s ingle story cottage has a T-
shaped plan with a medium gable roof and a smaller cross-gable at
the rear; the eaves are supported by small braces at the corners.
Sid ing is s ta ined ver t ica l board and bat ten. A massive grani te
chimney dominates the west end of the building, penetrating the
g a b l e a t i t s a p e x . A s h e d - r o o f e d p o r c h s h e l t e r s t h e m a i n
entrance, with its central doorway flanked by two large windows,
o n t h e n o r t h s i d e ; i t i s n e w a n d a p p e a r s t o b e a r e c e n t
r e p l a c e m e n t o f a n e a r l i e r p o r c h . I t i s s u p p o r t e d b y s q u a r e d
posts and is elevated above the steep slope; the area beneath the
porch is enclosed wi th lat t ice. A port ion of the porch roof has
been cut away to accommodate a large pine tree.

A l f red L Davenpor t o f Cucamonga took ou t the fi rs t res idence
permit in September 1916. The cabin was probably constructed the
fol lowing spring or summer.* ' I t remained in his ownership unt i l
1952, when it was transferred to Betty Ford and Ruth Preston.

Lot No. 24 is vacant.

C a b i n N o . 2 5 ( 1 9 1 7 ) : C a b i n N o . 2 5 i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y a n
irregular plan and massing. As built, it was probably a T-shaped
plan with a medium gable roof and a small cross-gabled wing at the
?ear An early addit ion on the west created a wing projecting to
the nor th; a subsequent addi t ion at the southwest corner fi l led
in one angle of the original T. Al l addit ions appear to be early
aSd are sheathed in the same type of red-stained vertical board
a n d b a t t e n s i d i n g a s t h e o r i g i n a l c a b i n . T h e b u i l d i n g i s a
S i n g l e s t o r y " t g r a d e i n t h e r e a r, b u t i s a f u l l t w o s t o r i e s i n
I ron t due to the s teepness o f the s lope . A shed- roo fed porch
f p a n s t h e u p p e r p o r t i o n o f t h e f a c a d e . T h e . b u i l d i n g h a s a
San i teT foundat ion , and a la rge rubb les tone fi rep lace ch imney
proiects f rom the west wal l . A s leeping cabin is located at the
? e a r ; i t i s c o n s t r u c t e d o f v e r t i c a l b o a r d a n d b a t t e n , s t a i n e d
red, 'with a steeply pitched gable roof.
The residence permit was issued to D. C. Hammell of Los Angeles
in September? 1916. I t is l ike ly the cabin was constructed the
f S l l o ^ ^ s ~ r # a l t h o u g h H a m m e l l d i d n o t p a y h i s fi r s t P r o p e r t y
tax unti l 1919. I t remained in his ownership unti l 1945, when it
was transferred to W. D. and Ruth Higginson.
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Cabin No. 26 (1916-17): This cabin is L-shaped in plan with a
medium gable roof with wide overhangs and projecting rafter ends.
Because of the steep slope, the building is one story in the rear
with a two-story front overlooking the lake on the downhill side.
The main entrance is at grade at the rear; another entrance opens
onto a recently rebuilt deck which infills the right angle of the
L. The deck, constructed around a mature pine tree, is reached
from the ground by a long wooden stairway from below. Another
doorway enters the lower section of the building from the. ground
level on the downslope side. The building is sheathed in red-
stained shakes; window surrounds are of plain milled lumber.
Mrs. Arthur R. Powell of Azusa was issued the residence permit in
October 1916. The first personal property tax was paid in 1917,
indicating the building would have already been completed by
spring of that year. Forest Service records show a transfer in
December 1940 to Mrs. Warren P. Klepinger "on account of
marriage."

Cabin No. 27 (1918): Sited on a steep slope, this board-and-
batten cabin is elevated a ful l story off the ground on the
downh i l l s ide . I t i s suppor ted by ve r t i ca l pos ts ; the a rea
underneath is enclosed by lattice. The building has a medium
gable roof, with a shed-roofed, open porch supported by squared
posts on the view side. Entrance is through a small lean-to
section at the rear of the building,- a narrow deck along the
eastern side connects with the front porch.
Peter L. Cuccia of Los Angeles paid his first personal property
t a x o n t h e b u i l d i n g i n 1 9 1 9 , s u g g e s t i n g a l i k e l y ^ ^ ^ ^ J
the previous year. He was the owner of P. L. Cuccia Fruit
Company, a wholesale produce company. He retained ownership
until 1945, when the cabin was transferred to E. A. Pendarvis of
Burbank.

rahin No 28 (1914): The original cabin was rectangular in plan,
constructed of whole logs with squared, overlapping ends at the
corners The side-gabled cabin has wood shakes in the gable
endsT and the medium/high gable roof has an asymmetrical pitch
where it extends over a later board and batten addition at the
retr A modern f ront entrance deck is elevated several feet
above' grade on posts; an enclosed storage areais under the main
TlZr of the cabin. A small sleeping cabin is located at the
rear; it has a medium gable, board and batten siding, and is
shown on the site in 1951 assessment records, as is the 5 x 6
shed attached at the rear of the cabin.
Fred Esgen, a Los Angeles realtor, received the residence permit
in June 1914, and completed the cabin that same summer; he paid
h?s first personal property tax the fol lowing year. The cabin
tit trfns^feVred to his wife in October 1915; she retained owner-
ship S?iS when it was transferred to Anne Esgen Will iams.
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Cabin No. 29 (1916): Cabin No. 29 is actually a complex of three
rectangular buildings clustered together. Two are log and appear
t o b e s i m i l a r i n a g e , m a t e r i a l s a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r.
They are one and one-ha l f s tory bu i ld ings wi th medium gab le
roofs; the gable ends are shingled. The main cabin is one-and-
one-ha l f s tor ies w i th an upsta i rs lo f t ; i t s main ent rance is on
t h e e a s t s i d e , c e n t e r e d u n d e r t h e o v e r h a n g i n g e a v e s . T h e
entrance door is flanked by large, small-paned windows, and opens
onto a broad, uncovered deck supported on large logs with short
vert ical logs for corner supports. The deck is open underneath,
and is accessed by a short flight of steps with peeled log posts
and ra i l ings. The second cabin is constructed of smal ler logs,
overlapping at the ends. I t is one story in height with a steep
gable roof and enclosed storage underneath. The th i rd bui ld ing
is a sleeping cabin with wood shake exter ior. I t faces the rear
door of the main cabin, and has a small lean-to addition at the
r e a r W i n d o w s o f t h e c a b i n s a r e e n f r a m e d b y s i m p l e , m i l l e d
surrounds. All three are joined by a small, modern deck.

The residence permit was issued in November 1915 to Hugh Gordon,
an attorney from Los Angeles. The cabin was built the fol lowing
summer, as Gordon paid his first property tax on the completed
b u i l d i n g i n 1 9 1 7 . A n o t a t i o n i n F o r e s t S e r v i c e fi l e s s t a t e d ,• 8f purchased f rom W. E. Knickerbocker by Mr. Gordon." The
permit ias transferred to John D. Gordon in 1961, and the cabin
waTst i l l in the or ig ina l fami ly as of 1983. This complex shows
t h e e a r l y l o g a r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e t r a c t a t i t s b e s t , h a v i n g
survived v i r tual ly unal tered to the present.

Cabin No. 30 (1916): This ta l l , one-and-one-hal f story, shingled
cabin is rectangular in plan with a combination medium gable and
h i p r o o f T h e e a s t e n d h a s a g a b l e d d o r m e r a b o v e l a r g e ,
indus t r ia l meta l sash w indows over look ing the lake ; a two-car
garage is located below on the ground level. A separate entrance
i s o l a t e d i n t h e w e s t e r n g a b l e e n d . I t h a s a l a r g e , r e l a t i v e l y
new deck with a long handicapped access ramp leading to the main

oo f t the southeast corner ; the lower por t ion is enc losed by
l a t t i ce . Th e b u i l d i n g u n d e rw e n t a ma j o r r e mo d e l i n g i n 1 9 5 3 ,
according to county assessment records.

The cab in appears to date f rom 1916; the or ig ina l permi t was
islued in August 1914 to J. E. Shrewsbury of Long Beach, but was
surrendered the fol lowing year, probably without improvement. I t
was reissued to W. M. Warren of Covins in December 1915, who
apparen t l y bu i l t the cab in the fo l low ing summer, and pa id h is
fiSst Personal property tax on the completed bui ld ing in 1917.
Upon his death, i tT was t ransferred to Jane B. Warren in July
?943; she held i t less than three months before t ransferr ing i t
to Dallas and Pansy Walker.
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Lot No. 31 is vacant.

cabin No 32 (1913): The building has an irregular plan and a
roof of medium, intersecting gables. The rustic character is
evident through the use of pine slab siding with the bark still
attached. Shingles are used in the gable ends. The original
cabin appears to have been rectangular in plan; it was enlarged
to an L-shape with a cross-gabled wing at the rear. Another
earlv addition on the opposite side created a roughly S-shaped
clan; these early additions matched the siding to convey the
rustic character of the original cabin. A large, recessed porch
overlooks the lake on the north. A later, shed-roofed addition
on the south has channel rustic siding, and detracts from the
original building. The cabin is in semi-deteriorated condition,
with at least one large window boarded.
This mav be one of the o ldest cabins in the t ract . Ar thur
Whomes?a Los Angeles dentist, received a residence permit in
sSer 1912, and may have constructed the cabin as early as
thffol lowing summer. I t was definitely complete by 1916, as
reflected by tax records, and was shown on the April 1917 water
cSany map. It was transferred in November 1946 to James
MacDonald Gaylord.

cabin No 33 (1914): The irregular plan of this cabin results
^mi?s* incremental growth. The or ig inal sect ion appears to
have been a twT-pen, dogtrot log cabin which now forms the long
axis It was expanded on both ends, and covered with shingles;?ht oriainal central section has now been re-exposed in the
r ^ L n t ( l 9 8 9 ) r e n o v a t i o n . A n e a r l y, s i n g l e - s t o r y, s h i n g l e d
frfdftion is at the rear. A small, side-gabled shingled cottagea d d i t i o n i s a t " e " * f c d f t h e l o g s e c t i o n , a n d h a s i t s
haS »?ranc oorch wflh garage underneath, and large windows
own entrance porch ^Yake-i t has an addit ion on the south.
% £ £ & > ? * £ £ * ^ o t e ' t h l t Z M T v S x . . f o o t a d d i t i o n w a s m a d eAn 1QS8- this may be the shingled section at the rear which
""^ ' the Lathouse to the main bui ld ing. The boathouse hasc o n n e c t s t h e D o a t n o u s e 1 9 3 2 ^ f c h e r a n g e r , s
marine r"lw^t^aecekSbu7idin|s on the lot; these have all been
tePS^Hfnto a single bui lding, and addit ions appear to havec o m b i n e d i n t o a s i n g l e c u i i g , c o m p i e x p r o b a b l y d a t e s
from thflWOs, and d^es3 maintain a rustic feeling through the
shinged siding and the re-exposure of the original log cabin.
»„„«.ho,- nf the earlv cabins, the original log structure was owned
£v the slme fam!!y as adjacent Cabin No.. 32.. Dr. R W Whomes of
Los A^geSs received his residence permit in August of 1912, and
£»Mna£ begun construction as early aS that summer although
"* iB"Sr to° t t . "^™^ t^a t^o "e ^more 'uk l ly 'da te .
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on the April 1917 water company map as a long, rectangular
structure, obviously the or ig inal dogtrot cabin. Dr. Whomes
remained the owner until 1948, when the permit was transferred to
Ethel Furman.

Cabin No. 34 is non-contributing.

Cabin No. 35 (c. 1914): The rustic character of: thebuilding is
conveyed through i ts use of pine slab siding with the bark
attached. The original, rectangular plan, medium-gabled cabin is
the section on thl west. It is side-gabled, with entrances on
thl north and south. The cabin was extended eastward at an early
date and Tsmall, shed-roofed addition was appended to the west
end ' £ associated property feature is the adjacent -two-seater-
outhouse, with attached woodshed.
The first residence permit was issued to Irvin Shupp, Jr., in
luluft 1914. He may have built the original cabin as early as
K summer although no old tax records could *» located for^rmhnration; i t was shown, however, on the 1922 map. The
proplrty was transferred to Jane Hately of Los Angeles, whose?amilv also owned Lot 65. She owned this cabin during 1919; W.
P irden of Ztlrio assumed-ownership in December of that year.?; was transferred in December 1921 to W. L. Grubb of Santa Ana,
and again1!n Decker 1928 to William C. Pearson of Etiwanda. It
was still owned by the Pearson family m 1986.

r. wir. M« is <1914) • The original side-gabled log cabin can be
n^arlv seen as the "southed two-thirds of the facade. It has a
°^WM0h aable with shakes in the southern gable end. The
entrance ^s o9n^he west u7der a shed-roofed porch canopy. Early,
Singled addi t ions extended the cabin on the north and thes n i n g x e u a u u * T - < s h a n e A s e p a r a t e , m e d i u m - g a b l e d ,
shKedcabin^s1 a9dded St'Sff Veart probably in the 1920s, andi^Ii^H^v an enclosed passageway. The residential complex is
uniSe^by ayiarge"Clr°ear deck with log rails. The garage at the
rear was already9 built by 1951, according to county records.

. • -.i i^rr «ahin dates from 1914; E. A. Eastman of Long
^acrr^cXed'^is^r^idtncrpSt in iate September 1913,.and
constructed the building the following summer; he paid his first, ^ , i n r o o e r t v t a x o n t h e c o m p l e t e d b u i l d i n g i n 1 9 1 5 .
?wne" h^p wasPtraLfearXre°d in Octobe'r 1936 to A F and Ethel
Brough of Beverly Hills, who held the property until 1950.

r = h i n N o 3 7 ( 1 9 1 8 ) : T h i s s m a l l , s i d e - g a b l e d c a b i n i s
rectangular in plan, with a medium gable roof and rafter endsr e c t a n g u i o i x *■ , s i d i n a i s v e r t i c a l b o a r d a n d b a t t e n ,
stlined fed!heTheVcentrTal' doo^fy is on the west with flanking
casemlnt windows with peeled log surrounds. A new concrete block
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foundation and chimney are later alterations. Four buildings
were shown on the 1922 map and noted in the 1932 ranger's report;
assessor's records indicate that three sleeping rooms and a shed
wire st i l l present on the property in 1951. Only the cabin
remains today.
The residence permit was issued to Mrs. C. S. Lindley of Azusa in
September 1918. The cabin was apparently constructed that fall,as the first personal property tax was paid in 1919 on the
eomDleted structure. The cabin remained in the Lindley family
mtil 19^48, when it was transferred to Ivar and Margaret Nelson.

cabin No 38 (1914): Located on a steep slope, this shingled,
Sable-end cabin rests on a large platform with fil led lumber
bailing?the downhill side is enclosed with vertical boards. The
medium/high gable has split-log bargeboards, broad overhangs and
open braces at the front corners. The bui lding plan is two
reltangles; a larger unit forms the main body of the cabin, while
In en t rance w ing9pro jec ts i n f ron t . " i s po .s ib le tha t t he
cabin was enlarged in 1916 to accommodate i ts short- l ived
function as an outdoor camp for boys. Window and door surrounds
ar? split log with bark attached. A shed-roofed outhouse is also
located on the lot.
The first residence permit was issued to T. 0. Babb of Los
Alleles in July 1914. The cabin could have been built as early
« that summer. It was reissued to Lou Wescott Beck of Pasadena
11 torch ml as a residence permit, then revised in July of that
iLr aran outdoor camp for boys and young men. Upon his death,
the oermit was transferred to his widow in November 1917 with the
notaS^flrmer fy he ld by L . W. Beck a . Outdoor Camp foc*^
it reverted to a residence permit at that time. Mrs. Beck neia
the oroPerty until September 1918, when she transferred it to
waftlr W Wilson* a citrus grower from Glendora. He retained
ownership until 1940.

cabin No 39 (1938): This two story cabin occupies a steeply
« r £ ? i n a * s i t e T h e b u i l d i n g i s L - s h a p e d i n p l a n w i t h as l o p i n g s i t e . i n e o s h e a t h e d i n " l o g c a b i n " s i d i n g ; t h e
S^re c9rhis9scroIUr^d projelt at the corners of the bui lding.
Tnt entrance if from a small deck at the rear of the upper level,
w h i c h i T Ta t g r a d e d u e t o t h e s t e e p n e s s o f t h e s l o p e . A
c a ^ t l l e v e r e V b l l c o n y s p a n s t h e m a i n . f a c a d e o n t h e ^ % ^ \ ° l
tnVdownslope side, providing a view of the lake. Eaves are
flush with the gable ends, and barely project over the exposed
rafter ends along the sides. A large rubblestone chimney rises a
fufl three stories to project above the roof at the rear of the
bu i l d ing Window su r rounds a re so th in as to be v i r t ua l l y
^rkina-onlv shal low si l ls project from the openings. Although
th?s i9s one of the most recent cabins, the use of appropriate
siding anS cnimney materials and the- spectacular siting among
boulders and pines7on a steep slope create a picturesque quality

36



which contributes to the character of the district.
The residence permit for Cabin No. 39 was issued to Ray L. Clark
of Los Angeles in late September 1937, with a notation, "to
b u i l d , O c t o b e r 3 1 , 1 9 3 8 " . T h e c a r d w a s s i g n e d o f f a s
satisfactory, indicating that construction was apparently made
within the allotted time. The permit was transferred to Robert
and Irene Keckta in 1963.

Lot No. 40 is vacant.

Cabin No. 41 (c. 1929): This two-story, L-shaped cabin is
located on a steep slope. The roof is a steep gable with sheet
metal A new deck projects from the interior angle of the L ,
and a'new 5' addition is on the end of the west wing on the upper
level The or ig inal s id ing appears to have been board and
batten, now replaced by shingle; the lower level has horizontal
V-rustic siding. Window surrounds are of milled lumber.
The lot was originally acquired by L. W. Beck, who operated a
bovs' camp on adjacent Lot 38 in 1916 and 1917; however, no
improvements were made by Beck or by the subsequent owner, John
Zaveallos, as late as 1922.'* There is a gap in the records after
1922 until Cecile Miller of Los Angeles became the new owner in
May 1936. She held the property until 1954. The cabin was
probably built in the late 1920s.

Lot No. 42 is vacant.

Cabin No. 43 (1917/c. 1935): Located on a steep slope, this
cabin is elevated a ful l story or more above grade on the
downh i l l s ide ; the lower po r t i on i s enc losed w i th ve r t i ca l
boards A small, bark-sided wing at the rear is probably the
original cabin, expanded with the present one-and-one-half story
f r o n t a d d i t i o n w h i c h n o w c r e a t e s a T- s h a p e d p l a n . I t i s
difficult to tell precisely when the major wing was added, but
architectural evidence suggests a mid-1930s construct ion or
remodeling date. The cabin has a broad, medium gable with bark-
covered bargeboards against minimal eaves; a small balcony is
placed below the loft windows, above the entrance. A recessed
porch spans the north side. Siding is a mix of V-rustic, "log
cabin", and shingles. The 12' x 20' deck was added in 1983; the
balcony and the diagonal siding in the gable end probably date
from the same year.
A Y Soule of Los Angeles took out a permit in December 1916
with"the notation, "former residence, reissued hotel". This^may
re fe r to the o r ig ina l cab in a t the rear fo r wh ich the fi rs t
permit had been issued in September of that same year. The early
cabin may have been expanded at that time for hotel purposes, and
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subsequently remodeled or further enlarged. The permit was
closedout in 1924, and there is a gap in the records until 1931.
?n October 1931, Tom G. King of Pomona received a residential
permit, and a cabin was noted on the Property in the 1932
ranger's report. King retained ownership until 1951.

cah-in No 44 (1916/39): This is a cluster of one main cabin, a
larae sleeping cabin, and two outhouses. The original cabin has
a mldium gable and is sheathed in board and batten siding; a
shed-roofed addition was made before 1951. Window surrounds are
lark-covered on the original cabin.. A large, modern deck has
been constructed in front. The sleeping cabin is 12' x 16', with
board and batten siding and a medium gable; the area ^fneath
is enclosed by lattice. One outhouse is old, with board and
bitten siding, while the other is new with plywood sheathing.
The original residence permit was issued to V. M. Robinson of
Rivera in July 1916. The cabin was apparently built that summer,
as Robinson paid the first personal property tax on the completed
building in 1917. The permit was transferred to Virginia LeeMosher of Los Angeles in March 1935. When it was transferred
aaainto Mrs. Jett Wilke of Inglewood in August 1939, there was a
notion, "to build, November 1, 1939", which probably referred
to the construction of the addition. The cabin remained in her
ownership until 1951.

Cabin No. 45 (1922): Lot 45 contains two cabins. The cabin on
the east is unusual for its gambrel roof, which faces downslope
with the main entrance centered on the lower level. The two-
storv building is covered in shingles and has pine bark-trimmed
bargeboards, and window and door surrounds. A narrow, shed-
roofed wing on the east creates an asymmetrical facade. Adjacent
on the wesl is another cabin, a one-story, medium:gabled building
with bark window surrounds and split log fascia; it has a granite
rubble exterior chimney at the rear. The cabin is shingled above
a beltcourse, with beveled siding below. The front and rear
sections appear to have been built at different times, as the
siding aoes not al ign. A shed-roofed porch spans the front;
vertical board and batten siding encloses the downhill side, cut
to fit a large boulder which anchors the bui ld ing in place.
Rseause of the presence of two large buildings on the lot, it is
difficult to determine which came first, but both were apparently
constructed before 1932, as they were noted in the ranger s
report of that year.
Samuel B. Mosher of Rivera took out the first residence permit in
October 1920; the first cabin was probably built « 1922, after
the production of the highway map that same year. The 1924 Los
Angelercity directory referred to Mosher as "Vice-president and
Ssurer, Signal Gasoline Company, and President, Huntington
Gasoline Company". The property remained in his ownership until
1939, when it was transferred to Otto M. Re3f of Los Angeles.
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Cabin No 46 (1922): This cabin is l ike a commodious house; it
i s a l a r g e , t w o s t o r y b u i l d i n g , C r a f t s m a n i n f e e l i n g , w i t h a
shingle exter ior and bark-tr immed window surrounds. I t is side-
gabled, with a ful l porch across the front. The first and second
stor ies are div ided by a spl i t log bel tcourse with the bark lef t
i n p lace The a rea be low the house i s enc losed w i th ve r t i ca l
boards . *0n the eas t i s an unusua l two-s to ry s leep ing cab in ,
attached to the main house by a covered breezeway. An 18' x 20'
two-car garage with a medium gable roof and metal siding is also
located on the lot.
The or ig ina l res idence permi t was taken out in 1917 by E l io t
Alden of Los Angeles, but was closed in 1921 for non-payment.
Henrv M. Mosher of Los Angeles received his residence permit in
August o f 1921. I t i s un l ike ly that a house of th is s ize cou ld
have been completed in the remaining summer months of 1921, and
the 1922 h ighway may shows the lo t was s t i l l vacant ; i t was
p r o b a b l y c o m p l e t e d l a t e r t h a t s a m e y e a r. T h e 1 9 3 2 r a n g e r ' s
?epo r t does ve r i f y t he bu i l d i ng on t he l o t by t ha t yea r. The
bui ld ing remained in Mosher 's ownership unt i l i ts 1951 t ransfer
to Howard and Robert Deards. According to the National Register
application, Henry M. Mosher was the brother of Samuel Mosher,
owner of adjacent Cabin No. "45.

C a b i n N o 4 7 ( 1 9 1 5 ) : T h e o r i g i n a l c a b i n h a s b e e n e x p a n d e d
t h r o u g h s e v e r a l m a j o r a d d i t i o n s . I t a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a
m e d i u m - g a b l e d , b a r k - s i d e d b u i l d i n g w h i c h n o w h a s a m a j o r
expans ion, poss ib ly a porch enc losure and remodel ing, on the
downhill side; the realigned roof covering the addition now gives
it an asymmetrical shape. Slab log siding with attached bark was
used to make the addi t ion b lend in wi th the ear l ie r s t ructure.
An early L-shaped wing at the rear has board and batten siding.
A new deck with enclosed storage underneath has been built to
access the front door. A detached 11' x 14' sleeping cabin has a
medium gable and board and batten siding. Although altered, much
of the early cabin complex remains, and the front addit ion used
compatible mater ials to maintain the rust ic qual i ty.
The first residence permit was taken out by Hedley V. Richmond, a
Los Ange les b roker, i n Augus t 1914 . He cou ld have bu i l t the
first cabin that summer, although construction the fol lowing year
seems more l ikely, as he paid his first personal property tax on
the completed bui lding in 1916. The property was transferred to
J. McCoy of Los Angeles in September 1916. He transferred it to
Janet White and Marjorie McCoy in 1944.

Cabin No 48 (1916) : The original cabin may be the section on
the east with the original bark-covered log slab siding in place.
The medium-gabled building appears to have been extended to the
west at an early date, with recycled log slabs re-used over the
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addition's board and batten siding; enclosed storage occupies the
lower level . Another ear ly addi t ion wi th a low-gabled roof has
been appended on the east end. Window surrounds are of milled
lumber. A 10' x 18' two-story, combination detached garage and
sleeping cabin is located just below on the road.
The first residence permit was issued to Judge Louis W. Myers of
Los Angeles in September 1916; the cabin was apparently completed
that fa l l or next spr ing, as the first personal property tax was
paid in 1917. The property was transferred to John W. Myers in
1961, who sti l l owned it in 1983. Judge Louis Myers served as
Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, and later became a
partner in the Los Angeles law firm of O'Melveny and Myers.

Lot No. 49 was canceled by the Forest Service in 1938.

Lot No. 50 is vacant.

Cabin No. 51 (1917) : Located on a gentle slope near the lake
shore, this one-and-one-half story cabin is constructed of logs,
with a wood frame roof and . loft above; gable ends are infil led
with wood shakes. The loft is accessed by an exterior stairway
on the east. A full porch is recessed under the north side, with
peeled log rai l ing and roof supports; the underside is enclosed
by latt ice. A 12' x 16', board and batten guest cabin is located
to the west o f the main cab in . I t has an 8 ' deep f ront porch
recessed under a forward extension of the gabled roof, similar to
t he "Rocky Moun ta i n Cab in " ve rnacu la r bu i l d i ng t ype . I t was
bu i l t be fore 1932, as i t was l i s ted in the ranger 's repor t tha t
year. A modern parking platform stands adjacent to the road, and
has enclosed storage underneath.

The first resident ia l permit was issued to W. E. Knickerbocker,
the dam keeper, i n November 1916 . Known fo r h i s l og cab in
cons t ruc t i on sk i l l s , Kn icke rbocker bu i l t a number o f ea r l y l og
cab ins in the t rac t , and p robab ly cons t ruc ted th i s one in the
summer of 1917. The property was transferred to Dr. Maxwell M.
D i xo n o f L o s An g e l e s i n Ja n u a ry 1 9 1 8 , a n d r e ma i n e d i n h i s
ownership until 1971.

Cab in No . 52 (1917) : Loca ted ad jacen t to the shore l i ne , th i s
one-and-one-half story cabin has a recessed porch supported by
pee led logs , w i th a leg ra i l ing . The west end may have been
e n c l o s e d l a t e r f o r a d d i t i o n a l i n t e r i o r s p a c e . A l a r g e , s h e d
dormer ove r looks the l ake . The bu i l d ing i s shea thed i n wood
shakes in a s taggered pa t te rn , wh i l e the do rmer i s sh ing led .
W i n d o w s h a v e r u s t i c p i n e - b a r k s u r r o u n d s , a n d a r u b b l e s t o n e
chimney rises at the rear of the cabin. A new deck on the east
i s par t ia l l y enc losed. A de tached, two-s to ry combina t ion u t i l i t y
building and outhouse is also located on the lot.
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The residence permit was issued to Los Angeles attorney HarleyE.
Riaains in August 1914. However, the cabin was not constructed
u n ? i l a f t e r A p r i l 1 9 1 7 , a s i t i s a b s e n t f r o m t h e 1 9 1 7 w a t e r
company map. According to the National Register application, the
cabin was const ructed wi th the he lp of Wi l l iam Knickerbocker.
The property was transferred to H. Edmund Riggins, Jr., in 1955.

Cabin No. 53 (c . 1914) : The or ig ina l cabin appears to be the
eastern par t of the bui ld ing. This one-and-one-hal f s tory, s ide-
aab led cab in was ex tended to the west a t an ear ly date ; the
o r i g i na l s i d i ng o f l og s l abs w i t h a t t ached ba rk was repea ted
across the newer section. Large, shingled, gabled dormers were
added to bo th sec t ions , poss ib ly a t the t ime o f the add i t ion .
The original section has a recessed porch in the northeast corner
fac ing the lake; the porch roo f i s suppor ted by logs w i th the
bark l e f t i n tac t . An ex te r io r s ta i rway accesses the lo f t above
from the east end. Windows have simple, milled lumber surrounds.
A new deck has been added overlooking the lake, and the windows
on the view side have been enlarged in the older section. There
is a smal l lean-to addi t ion at the rear. A metal-s ided outhouse
with a medium gable roof is also on the lot.

Lot No. 53 was first acquired by F. R. .Scouten of Eagle Rock, who
received his residence permit in July 1913. He could have buil t
t h e o r i g i n a l c a b i n a s e a r l y a s t h a t s u m m e r, a l t h o u g h n o t a x
informat ion could be located as confirmat ion. The property was
transferred to Dr. J. Walter Reeves of Los Angeles in September
1 9 1 6 T h e c a b i n w a s d e fi n i t e l y b u i l t b e f o r e A p r i l 1 9 1 7 , a s i t
appears on the water company shoreline map of that date; William
Kn ickerbocker i s sa id to have ass is ted w i th the cons t ruc t ion .
D r . R e e v e s r e t a i n e d t h e p e r m i t u n t i l 1 9 5 0 , w h e n i t w a s
transferred to Mary Riggins, whose family owned adjacent Cabin
No. 52.

Cabin No 54 (1913): This complex includes three cabins near the
l a k e s h o r e . T h e o r i g i n a l c a b i n w a s c o n s t r u c t e d o f c o r r u g a t e d
metal, and has now been expanded into an L-shape and covered in
horizontal wood siding; i t now serves as the kitchen cabin, and
has a modern deck overlooking the lake. The second cabin to be
constructed is a side-gabled sleeping cabin with a recessed front
porch over look ing the lake; the porch is suppor ted by ver t ica l
l o g s , a n d h a s a l o g r a i l i n g . S i d i n g i s o f l o g s l a b s w i t h
attached bark; wooden shakes fill the gable ends. The newest of
the th ree cab ins i s an end-gab led bu i ld ing re fe r red to as the
" l iv ing room cabin" ; i t is sheathed in. mi l led " log cabin" s id ing
which overlaps on the ends at the building corners. The entrance
is in the east end; the medium-gable roof has shingles infil l ing
the ends.

Dr. Charles J. R. Engstrom, a Los Angeles dentist, received his
r e s i d e n c e p e r m i t i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 1 2 . T h e fi r s t c a b i n i n t h i s
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three-cabin compound could have been built as early as 1913, andIt h=5» beencomoleted by 1914, as the first personal property
tafwas pa^d on X completed building the following year. ByJ"ji ?g?7 two buildings were shown on the water company map;
these were' the original cabin near the water and the slab-log
sided sleeping cabin to the east. According to the National
Register application, Dr. Engstrom built his original cabin of^o f tua t ted meta l as p ro tec t ion aga ins t fo res t fi re . A th i rd
cabin9anl a garagehad been added by 1932, as indicated in the
rtnger^s report. The complex was transferred to James and Anna
Hillgren of Huntington Park in 1944.

Cabin No. 55 is non-contributing.

rabin No 56 (1914): This complex is situated on a rocky point
over look ing the lake. I t cons is ts o f the main cab in , th ree
sleeping cabins, and a more recent three-car garage; all of the
outbuildings were built before 1951. The original cabin is the
eastern half of the present building. It has a medium gable roof5fth a aabled porch projecting from the east end; porch supports,
rai l ingl^nd riftersPare logs! while the gable end sti l l has itsor io ina l sh ing le infi l l . A mass ive gran i te fi rep lace ch imney
ris!i aboveT the rooTfrom the south side of the building. Window
firroufds are bark-covered split pine branches. The cabin was
Extended westward in 1917, doubling the size of the building. In
195*the original wood shake exterior was replaced with the
Present nog cabin shiplap" siding. Two of the sleeping cabins
Ire detached, while a third is attached to the main cabin on the
welt ly a brelzeway. A restroom and shower addition has been
appended onto the south side of th is th ird s leeping cabin.
Although the original design integrity has been compromised, much
o f t h e r u s t i c c h a r a c t e r s t i l l r e m a i n s i n s p i t e o f t h
alteration, and the replacement siding is in keeping with the
materials 'used in some* of the later cabins. The cabin sti l l
appears to contribute to the historic district.
Thomas C Ridgway, a Los Angeles attorney, took out the residence^™£ in Auoust 1914. The cabin was constructed that same
lummer, the ForestService issued a conduit permit for water
hook-ups in November, and the personal property tax was paid in
l l f s on tSecomp le ted bu i l d i ng . R idgway had once s tud ied
architecture and drew the plans for the cabin; he was assisted
with the construction by a local carpenter, Al Sterling (Luppen,
p 2) Ownership was transferred to Grace Ridgway in 1962; the
cabin is still owned by her descendants.

rab in No 57 (1916) : Cab in No . 57 i s a comp lex o f th ree
buildings"situated on a large deck with enclosed storage under
neath The buildings form a "0" shape around a large pine,
which pierces the deck. The main cabin is one story with shake
siding and a strong Craftsman bungalow character; it is L-shaped,
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with a medium/high gabled roof with wide overhangs. Rafter ends
project, and the bargeboards are split logs with attached bark.
Window trim is also bark-covered. On the north gable end, the
roof projects far enough to create an open porch supported by log
uDriahts. A tall stone chimney rises from the inner angle of the
L on the exterior of the eastern wing. Two early sleeping cabins
are at the rear, with medium gable roofs and similar window and
roof treatment, although the siding is vertical board.
The first residence permit was issued to Miss Sarah Kirby of
Ewex County, New York, in August 1915. The cabin could have
bfIn constructed that summer or the following year; it was shown
on the lot on the April 1917 water company map. In 1922, it was
transferred to Mrs. Jennie L. Eberhart of Los Angeles, who held
it for "year before transferring it to Henry 0. Wheeler of Los
Anae les in Oc tober 1923 . In 1940 , h i s es ta te t rans fe r red
ownership to his widow, Mary Burnham Wheeler. The National
Reaister application notes that Dr. Wheeler was "one of the
Srs of the D. S. C. Medical School and President of State
Mutuarsavings i Loan", and attributes the building of the cabin
to "local carpenter Ted Thompson."

C a b i n N o . 5 8 ( 1 9 1 2 ) : U n i q u e f o r i t s e x o t i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l
character, the complex of Japanesque buildings is also remarkable
f o r i t s i s l a n d s i t e . T h e " c a b i n " i s a c t u a l l y a d i s p e r s e d
collection of small, single story, one-room units which include a
Uving room cabin, a kitchen cabin, a combination util ity and
storage cabin, and a number of sleeping cabins; the largest cabin
has an exterior stone fireplace chimney on the northeast corner.
Siding is vertical board and batten, and roofs are gabled or
oahlet with upturned eaves in a pronounced Japanese character.
Nested among the large granite boulders, the overall effect is
strikingly Picturesque. The National Register application also
noted that the complex originally had a Torii gate and Japanese
harden bridge, which have now disappeared. A shingled garage is
located on the mainland, but access to the cabins on Treasure
Island is entirely by water.
This is one of the oldest cabin complexes in the proposed
d is t r i c t Mrs . Herber t H . Gars t in o f Red lands rece ived her
relidence permit in September 1911, along with a conduit permit
to bring water to the lot. At that time, the lot was still part
of the mainland, being located well above the level of the old
Sake. Mrs Garstin, however, was the wife of the President of
the Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, and was quite aware that
the company's new dam would raise the lake level and create a
n f c t u S e i s l a n d s e t t i n g f o r h e r c o m p l e x o f J a p a n e s q u e^o^taaes The first of several cabins on the lot was buil t in
1912 blfore land access was cut off. By April 1917, there were
six buildings on the lot; one more was added by 1932, when the
ranaer^s report noted a total of seven. The Japanese character
of the bu i ld ings is remarkable , and reflects Mrs. Gars t in 's
i n t e r e s t i n A s i a n a r t a n d c u l t u r e ; t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r
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application noted that Maude Garstin "was a formidable g-rande
dame who was born in Hawaii, traveled the Orient, frequently wore
a kimono, and was responsible for the Japanese influence on the
island." The property was transferred in 1950 to Dalton V.
Garstin.

Cabin No. 59 (1918): The 606-square foot cabin is side-gabled
with a shed-roofed wing at the rear. An exterior rubblestone
cnimney r ises through the apex of the gable on the west
elevation. Exterior sheathing is wood shingle and windows are
casement? A detached 14' x 16' shed was built before 1952, and
Say be the second building noted on the lot in the ranger's
report of 1932.
Mrs R W. Homer of Ventura took out the first residence permit
?n Tulv 1918 The cabin could have been built as early as that
su^erf The permit was transferred to Leo and Faye Bell Reihsen
of Ontario in 1944.

rahin No 60 (1927): This cabin is located on a steep slopeC a b i n N o J O ( i ^ - l e a d i n g i n t o t h e l a k e . T h e d e s i g n i s
unusua l w? th a ^ " ^ "we / roo f w i t h exposed ra f t e r . ends ; i t
has a recessed central entrance porch on the east side with
ver t i ca l " ^suppor t ing the roo f i n a C lass ica l ^ ty le - in -an t i svert ical ±vy* *%hia entrance porch is f lanked by two large,
toSS"Windows' with bark surrounds. Siding is vert ical board
and batten. An open deck with milled lumber rail spans the front?*-ht rahin- it is supported on posts. The lower level of the
rLin i lenciosed by vertical board and batten siding. A small,
letn-to aldttioTa/the rear does not detract from the character
of the building.
The cabin may have been built as early as the summer of 1927, as
£ . S n e p e r m i t ^ w a s i s s u e d t o J a m e s C . ^ A d a m s ^ r . ^ f

M e m b e r S J I . ^ k - V f o r r X t A . R i g g i n s w a s a d d e d t o h i spermit.

^ . v, * i m q ^ \ . T h i s s m a l l , 1 8 ' x 2 4 ' c a b i n s i t s o n t h e
edaenof°a steep slope, wtth a rear entrance at grade and theedge or a sueep ax^=' **.«„, a front deck which overhangs the;;»,. o^s; ;-3~- -s^a^-sK
steep roof, and dark color.
„. „, Woodson of San Fernando took out a residency permit^ the
oSi ld" WUfred"B^Fishe ' r^ f G' le 'ndale acqui red the permi t in
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1938. Most
I t w a sAugust 1937, and was required to build by October 31, IS

l i k e l y, t h e c a b i n w a s b u i l t i n t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 3 8 .
transferred to Charles and Lora Kunkel in 1958.

Cabin No. 62 (1933) : Cab in No. 62 is la rger than most o ther
cab ins , hav ing in te r io r space on fou r d i f fe ren t l eve ls . The L -
shaped bu i ld ing has a h igh gab le , w i th upper leve l l o f t s ; the
main entrance is flanked by two windows and opens onto a large
deck above the steep slope. Open braces support the eaves above
the main entrance. S id ing is a dark:s tamed wood c lapboard. A
rough -cu t ex te r i o r s tone fi rep lace i s l oca ted a t g rade on t he
east e levat ion, a long wi th a secondary entrance and a s lender
brick chimney near the rear. The downslope elevations of the two
m a n o r w i n g s h a v e g a b l e d d o r m e r s a n d s e v e r a l s h e d - r o o f e d
additions. A 20'x 22' garage above the cabin is reached by stone
stens It has a medium gable, horizontal wood siding and sliding
garage doors in the gable end; it was built to replace an earlier
garage destroyed January 3, 1951, according to Forest Service
records.

A l t h o u g h s o m e w h a t l a t e , t h e c a b i n fi t s w e l l w i t h t h e r u s t i c
character of the rest of the tract, using a dark stain to help i t
blend with its mountain setting. John and Bess Woodson of San
Fernando took out the residence permit in August 1932, with a
notation "to improve 10/30/33". The ranger's report of November
1932 confirmed that the lot was sti l l vacant, so the cabin would
have been constructed in the summer of 1933. Ownership was
transferred to A. V. Shipman of Los Angeles m 1942.

C a b i n N o . 6 3 ( 1 9 11 - 1 2 ) : T h e o r i g i n a l c a b i n w a s a s m a l l ,
rec tangu la r s t ruc tu re o f heavy log cons t ruc t ion ; the p ro jec t ing
medium gable roof had wide overhangs and wood shakes in the gable
ends It was doubled in size by an early addit ion on the north,
which was frame construction sheathed in log slabs with the bark
l e f t i n p l a c e . A s m a l l , s h e d - r o o f e d s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g w a s
prev ious ly connected to the cabin by a breezeway. I t has now
been removed to accommodate a 1989 bathroom addition on the south
end o fThe cab in . A re la t ive ly new deck on the east over looks
the lake view.
The first residence permit was taken out by W. E. Knickerbocker,
who was employed as the dam keeper from 1909 to 1918. It was
Sated September 1911, and the original, small cabin could haye
b e e n b u i l t a s e a r l y a s t h a t f a l l , s i n c e K n i c k e r b o c k e r w a s i n
residence in the area and could have worked on the cabin as time
and weather allowed; this early date of construction is supported
by Knickerbocker's conduit permit application, which was approved
concur ren t l y w i th h is spec ia l use permi t fo r the cab in . I f th is
f s t h e c a s e i t w o u l d b e t h e o l d e s t c a b i n i n t h e h i s t o r i c
d i s t r i c t i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 1 6 , K n i c k e r b o c k e r t r a n s f e r r e d h i s
interest "in the property to Mrs. Nellie Don Carlos a Los Angeles
teacher; the cabin was completed by that time, as the new owner
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paid the personal property taxes in 1917, and it is also shown on
the April 1917 water company map. The permit was transferred to
Jessica Don Carlos in 1954.

Cabin No. 64 (1915): Located on a rocky point overlooking the
lake , th i s one-and-one-ha l f s to ry cab in i s o f wood f rame
construction. The lower part of the walls consists of thin log
s labs w i th the bark la rge ly worn o f f ; the upper wa l ls a re
sheathed in "log cabin shiplap", indicating the cabin was re
sided at a later date. The steeply-pitched gable has exposed
rafter ends, and a recessed porch is located on the northeast
corner. The porch is supported by vertical logs and has a log
r a i l i n g . C a n t i l e v e r e d o f f t h e n o r t h s i d e i s a s m a l l r o o m
supported on diagonal log braces; it has large windows, and may
be a s i t t i ng a rea fo r v i ew ing the l ake . The re i s a l so an
entrance in the west elevation, along with a small entrance
oorch. Window surrounds are simple milled lumber. The cabin is
stained a dark red. A free-standing, shed-roofed outhouse is
located just south of the cabin. While the cabin appears to have
heen altered by replacement of the original log slab siding with
a type or hiding popular in the 1940s, it still has much of its
r u s t i c c h a r a c t e r w i t h i t s l o g s u p p o r t s , d a r k c o l o r, . b a s i c
una l t e red fo rm and spec tacu la r s i t i ng . Wh i l e t he o r i g i na l
appearance is compromised somewhat by the newer siding, the cabin
sti l l retains enough of i ts historic character to contribute to
the h is tor ic d is t r ic t .
Miss Florence Silent of Los Angeles took out her residence permit
in September 1914. The cabin was probably built the following
summer; Miss Silent's receipt of a conduit permit in July 1915 to
br ing water to the s i te may ind icate the cab in was under
construction at the t ime. The cabin was certainly completed
prior to April 1917, as it appears on the water company map at
that time. Ownership was transferred to Mrs. Kate Vosburg off
Azusa in May 1919, who held the permit unti l 1925. It was
transferred to Ora S. Bacon of Ontario in September of that year;
he held it until 1956, when it was transferred to Alma H. Bacon.

Cabin No. 65 (1922): Tucked in among granite builders on a steep
slope, this side-gabled cabin is roughly rectangular in plan,
with a large shed-roofed addit ion on the front. The original
cabin has a medium gable and vertical board and batten siding
stained red; the addition probably dates from 1932 and uses
similar siding. The entrance is in the west end of the addition,
and is reached f rom a smal l , open porch wi th log ra i l ing.
Another doorway is located at the rear in a smal l , lean-to
addition. Bargeboards and window and door surrounds are of
milled lumber.
The residence permit was issued in August 1918 to J. George
Hately of Covina; however, the 1922 highway map shows the lot as
st i l l vacant. The cabin was probably bui l t short ly af ter the
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pub l ica t ion o f the map; the normal one- to - th ree year l im i t fo r
lot improvements may not have been enforced in this case, but
Forest Serv ice records do not prov ide any ev idence as to the
c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I t w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o H a r o l d R . H a l l o f L o s
Angeles in September 1925. The large, shed-roofed addit ion on
the front was apparently completed just before November 1932, as
t h e r a n g e r ' s r e p o r t o f t h a t m o n t h n o t e d , " O K , a d d i t i o n a n d
remodel". The cabin remained in Hall 's ownership until 1968.

C a b i n N o . 6 6 ( 1 9 1 7 ) : T h e o r i g i n a l c a b i n i s o f h e a v y l o g
construction, and forms the rear portion of the present L-shaped
building. The logs are squared at the corners and overlap. The
roof is a medium gable with wood shakes in the gable ends. A
g r a n i t e r u b b l e c h i m n e y r i s e s f r o m t h e c e n t e r o f t h e r e a r
elevation, while the front has a central entrance flanked by two
large windows with sliding 4/4 sash. The cabin sits on the level
a t o p a s t e e p s l o p e ; t h e e a r l y a d d i t i o n p r o j e c t s o u t o v e r t h e
s lope , w i th ve r t i ca l l og s labs enc los ing the a rea undernea th .
This wing was built after 1922, as it is not shown added to the
or ig ina l rectangular cabin on the h ighway map of that year. I t
r e p e a t s t h e m e d i u m - g a b l e d f o r m o f t h e e a r l i e r c a b i n , b u t i s
sheathed in log slab siding with the bark intact. Several levels
of deck have been constructed on the north overlooking the view
o f t h e l a k e . A s m a l l s l e e p i n g c a b i n i s a l s o l o c a t e d o n t h e
property; it has a medium gable and shingle exterior.
L o c a l i n f o r m a n t s a t t r i b u t e t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e c a b i n t o
William Knickerbocker, the resident dam keeper, who built most of
t h e e a r l y l o g c a b i n s i n t h e h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . T h e fi r s t o w n e r
was P. E. Letchworth, Sr., of Covina, who took out the residence
oermit in August 1917. The cabin must have been constructed that
same year, as Letchworth paid the first personal property tax on
the bui lding in 1918. Letchworth st i l l owned the cabin m 1928,
but a gap in the records exists until 1935, when the property was
transferred to John Hammell of Hollywood in August of that year.
It was transferred again in September 1939 to Ernest and Caroline
Jensen , a l so o f Ho l l ywood , w i th a puzz l i ng no ta t i on , to bu i l d
6/30/40" . S ince the cab in and i ts ear ly wing are c lear ly much
ear l ier than 1940, the author ized construct ion may refer to the
add i t i on o f t he fin i shed bed room in t he a rea unde r t he f r on t
w incr, o r to the const ruc t ion o f the s leep ing cab in . The cab in
was transferred in 1943 to J. M. Hutchins and E. Lucille Brentner
of Pasadena in 1943, and again to Ms. Brentner as sole permittee
in 1946.

Cab in No 67 (1934) : Loca ted on a s teep s lope , th i s sh ing led
cabin is one story in height with at-grade access from the rear;
the downslope side is elevated a ful l story above grade,.and is
enclosed underneath wi th " log cabin" s id ing arranged vert ical ly.
The plan is L-shaped, and appears to be formed by the original
cab in and an ea r l y, pe rpend icu la r w ing . The roo f i s med ium-
gabled with eave overhangs and projecting rafter ends. Windows
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have simple, rounded milled surrounds. The large deck is new.

Miss Clara C. Manthey of Pasadena took out her residence permit
in September 1933; the cabin was probably bu i l t the fo l lowing
summer. The permit was transferred to Mrs. Minnie Case, also of
Pasadena, in September 1943; three months later, she passed it on
to Carl W. Case, who retained ownership until 1966.

Cabin No. 68 (1931) : This cabin is composed of two sections: an
o r i g i n a l r u s t i c 1 9 3 1 c a b i n , a n d a m a j o r, c o m p a t i b l e a d d i t i o n
which doubled the size of the building in 1951. The old cabin is
a r u s t i c , s i d e - g a b l e d b u i l d i n g w i t h v e r t i c a l b o a r d a n d b a t t e n
siding. The roof has a steep gable with overhanging eaves, and a
shed-roofed porch which spans the front; the porch is supported
b y v e r t i c a l l o g s , w i t h l o g a n d t r e e l i m b r a i l i n g . A b a t t e r e d ,
ex te r i o r g ran i t e ch imney i s cen te red on t he sou th e l eva t i on .
There appears to be an early addition at the rear constructed of
squared logs on a high stone foundation; a large, gabled dormer
overhangs th is sec t ion . The County Assessor no tes a bu i ld ing
permi t issued in September 1951 for a major add i t ion; th is is
probably the s teep-gabled sect ion on the nor thwest wi th broad
h o r i z o n t a l , l a p p e d s i d i n g . W h i l e t h e c a b . ^ o a P P e a « J 1 ® ^ ;
several addi t ions, they are general ly compat ib le, and the rust ic
c h a r a c t e r o f t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g c l e a r l y d o m i n a t e s t h e
composit ion.
The residence permit was issued in January 1931 to Alma H. Bacon
of (SarK those husband owned Cabin No 64 from 1925 to 1956
Cabin No. 68 was probably built during the summer of 1931, arid
was on the lo t i n November 1932 as ver i fied by the ranger ' s
rSno r t a t t ha t t ime . The pe rm i t was t r ans fe r red t o F. P. and
Pauline Trebaol of Los Angeles in December 1939; the cabin was
sti l l in their ownership as of 1983.

rah i n No 69 ( 1919 ) : Th i s sma l l , r ec tangu la r cab in i s l o ca ted
among granite boulders on a steep slope just above the highway
The lab in i s a s ing le s to ry, end-gab led bu i l d ing , on a rubb le
rock foundation with enclosed storage under the north side. The
butldingis sheathed in vert ical board and batten stained red; an^i taht loa wi th the bark removed forms the northwest corner. A
simi lar feature maris what may have been the or ig inalnortheast
corner, suggesting that the present eastern end may be a later
a d d i t i o n o r e n c l o s u r e o f t h e o r i g i n a l p o r c h . T h e n o r t h
elevation, most clearly seen from the highway, has three windows,
with the two at the r ight placed within a single larger opening;
t h e s i m p l e s u r r o u n d s a r e p a i n t e d g r e e n . O r i g i n a l t w o - p a n e l
shutters cover the windows when the bui lding is c losed for the
w in te r A^e ta l ch imney p ro t rudes nea r the cen te r o f t he no r th
e l o p e o f t h e m e d i u m - g a b l e d r o o f . T h e s t o r a g e a r e a b e l o w i s
entered°through a central door in the high rock foundation.

The first residence permit was issued to Sarah E. Letchworth of
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Covina in July 1918; the cabin was probably not constructed until
the fo l lowing summer, as i t does not appear on the 1919 tax
rol ls. [P. E. Letchworth, also of Covina, owned an adjacent lot;
he paid taxes on his cabin in 1919, but Sarah's absence from the
same tax roll at a time when she already held the permit suggests
that the lot was sti l l unimproved. They paid their taxes on both
lots on the same day in 1923.] The personal property tax records
are miss ing for 1920-22, but the 1923 ro l ls ver i fy the bui ld ing
was on the property by that time. Sarah Letchworth was still the
owner in 1929, but there is a gap in the records until 1941, when
it was transferred (from an unknown party) to E. Dean Cowley of
Burbank.

Lot No. 70 has been canceled by the Forest Service.

Cabin No 71 (1918) : Lot 71 conta ins two cab ins. The present
main cabin is T-shaped in plan with a granite rubblestone chimney
at the rear; i t was probably constructed later than the sleeping
cabin The roof is a medium gable , w i th a h ipped wing at the
r e a r S i d i n g i s l o g s l a b w i t h b a r k l e f t i n p l a c e ; i t r u n s
horizontally below the windows and is placed vertically above the
nar row s t r ingcourse . Eaves a re open, and bargeboards in the
gable end are9 bark-covered. Other rust ic , bark-covered detai ls
S n b e s e e n i n t h e r a i l i n g s a n d w i n d o w s u r r o u n d s . T h e r e i s
Enclosed storage under an open deck on the downslope side; a
rultic pergo!" which probably served as a framework for a canvas
awn ina ex tends ove r t he deck . A cen t ra l en t rance flanked by
large?'pairedEndows opens onto the deck. The sleeping cabin is
loc l ted ad jacent to the main cab in ; i t has s imi lar arch i tec tura l
d e t a i l i n g , i n c l u d i n g b a r k - c o v e r e d , l o g s l a b s i d i n g . I t h a s a
fmall recessed porch over the entrance in the northeast corner.
Tht re 'ar l levera l ear ly addi t ions which created an L-shaped p lan
l^t to 1922 including a small room on the north with an angled
™tnerbav and atedium-gabled wing on the south; the addi t ions

2Lr£?{hfe in terms of age and materials. The sleeping cabina r e c o m p a t i b l e " t B ™ 0 £ 1 a * - . r u c t u r . 0 n t h e l o t ; i t s i r r e g u l a r
appears to be J*8. °"«£a*n thel922 highway map, while the rest
o^hHot isC vaacal .Se^ouTd* date f ro l 19*18, whi le the present
main cabin was built sometime after 1922.
Tho first residence permit was issued to W. P. W. Martin of Los
22ele"s in 1914 tat was closed for non-payment.; The permit was
^issuedto Miss G. V. Laughlin of Los Angeles in May 1916, but
c losed a year and a hal f la ter, s t i l l w i thout improvements; the
?q?7 water company map showed the lot as vacant in April of that1917 water c°*P*ny r?kers Naftzger assumed ownership in January
H i ! ' and aware^ t l j ' t a i l t t he fi rs t cab in tha t summer ; she pa id
w firs t SSsona l p roper ty tax on the ' cab in the fo l low ing year,
s f e r e m a i n e d l i e " o w n e r " u n t i l 1 9 8 1 , w h e n t h e p r o p e r t y w a s
transferred to Natal ie Paul ine Naftzger.
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Cabin No. 72 (1923): Cabin No. 72 is a single story building
with a rectangular plan. The medium gabled roof overhangs a
recessed porch at the northeast corner; the porch has rustic log
supports and rails. The cabin has siding of log slabs with the
bark left in place; it is arranged horizontally below the line of
the window sil ls, and vertically above to the eave line. The
gable ends are shingled, as are the skirts beneath the cabin.Windows are casement; window surrounds and barbgeboards are also
bark covered. The building is very similar in character to Cabin
No. 71, and may have been constructed by the same builder.
The 1918 residence permit issued to' Harry R. Johnson of Los
Angeles was canceled in November 1922 for lack of improvements;
this is also verified by the empty lot shown on the 1922 map.
The permit was transferred to Clarence H. Crawford of Los Angeles
in January 1923; the cabin could have been constructed that
summer, and was noted on the lot in the 1932 ranger's report.
The permit was transferred to Roy E. Naftzger, Jr. , of Los
Angeles, in 1947.

Cabin No. 73 is non-contributing.

rahin No 74 (1941): Situated on a steep slope, the cabin is
partially supported by a stone terrace and retaining wall; some
Inclofed storage is located under the projecting east wing. The
SSinal cab?n9may have been the L-shaped section on he weSZith a later wing added on the east to create the present T-
shape The metal roof is a medium/high gable, with exposed
raf?er end! at the eaves. The building is sheathed in wood
shfkls with vertical boarding in the west gable and diagonal
boards in the eas t gab le end. A ,smal l , shed- roo fed porch
overlooks the lake on the north.
Fannie Rowan Young, a member of a prominent Los Angeles family,
lookout her residence permit in November 1940; there was an^at-ion -to build 6/1/41% which suggests the earlier part of
the cabTn was completed in the spring of 1941. She retainedt h e c a n i n w a s c o r n y p e r m i t w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o
o w n e r s h i p u n t i l 1 9 4 9 , w h e n t n e p ^ ^ ^ t Q b e
k1■ifbefore the onlet ofthe Second World War and the virtual

S a pos i t ive cont r ibut ion to the h is tor ic d is t r ic t .

^. xt ic t r* iq?q*» This 20' x 30' cabin is rectangular in
Cfbnnwft°h , steep galled roof and wood shingle exterior. A large
aeck Is on the Ironf of tnl building, and a shed-roofed, shingled
outhouse is at the rear.
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The first residence permit was issued to Ruth Sterry of Los
Angeles in October 1920, but was canceled for non-payment two
years later; it is unlikely the property was improved during this
period, and was shown as still vacant on the 1922 map. There is
a gap in the records unti l July 1933, when Arthur Mace of
Pasadena became the new owner. There is no indication on his
permit of a requirement to build by a certain date, as was thecase with other permits issued in the 1930s, so it is possible
the cabin was constructed during the 1922-33 period by a previous
owner. After Arthur Mace's death, the permit was transferred to
Roberta Bennett in 1947.

Cabin No 76 (1924): This cabin is roughly L-shaped in plan with
a steep gable roof. It is of 2" x 4" wood frame construction
with several different types of wood siding. Located on a steep
s lope above the h ighway, the cab in has enc losed s torage
u n d e r n e a t h , a n d a p p e a r s t o h a v e - g r o w n t o i t s p r e s e n t
configuration as a result of two major additions. The original
cabin is probably the 15' x 20' southernmost section, with an
entrance reached by steps from the east. It has a shed-roofed 9
x 14' porch addition across the front, now enclosed with windows.
Part of the wing on the northwest has been built across the
original gable end, and further extends the building toward the

e a r, c r e a t i n g t h e L - s h a p e ; t h i s s e c t i o n m a y b e t h e n e w
construction noted in Forest Service records m 1941. A small,
gabled addition at the rear has milled log cabin siding.
m June 1924 the first residence permit for Lot 76 was issued to
Lawrence G;. Merritt of Pasadena. The oldest part of the cabin
could have been constructed as early as that summer. A major
addition appears to have been made during the summer of 1941,
roughly doubling the size of the building. The property was
transferred to Everett W. Olson m 1965.

^ w-„ m^ 7-7 tr 19271- Perched on massive boulders overhanging
a sheer cl i ff th/sabin occupies one of the most spectacular

i e s i n t h e t r a c t . T h e p l a n i s i r r e g u l a r, c o n s i s t i n g o f a
Antral medium gabled section, with cross-gabled rear wings at
S end The^ cab in i s bu i l t on two leve ls , w i th the s ing le
trorv section encompassing 606 square feet of space, and an upper
f™ containing 345 square feet on the southwest. Siding is
verticil board and batten. Small decks extend the building on
slveral sides The property also includes a 12' x 15' detached
sleeping room.
mw .^e^rnrKon date of this cabin is uncertain; Forest Service
relords show a residencef permit issued to Fowler Shankland of Los
Inaeles in September 1936, which would suggest a summer 1937
construction date. However, his residence permit indicated the
property was transferred from a previous owner; the n« of the
larlier owner and residence permit could not be located. The
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r a p p l i c a t i o n s u g g e s t s a 1 9 2 7 d a t e o f
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construction; this may be more accurate, as the construction
materials are very similar to other cabins built in the tract in
the mid-1920s. The National Register application also provided
the following information about Fowler Shankland, a "Los Angeles
attorney and maternal grandson of Joseph S. Fowler, Republican
Senator from Tennessee who cast one of the deciding votes against
the impeachment of Andrew Johnson. The cabin remains in the
Shankland family today [1983]."

Cabin No 78 (1941): This small, 19' x 26' cabin stands on a
high base of roughly squared fieldstone. It is of wood frame
construction with a medium hip roof, minimal eaves, and stained
horizontal wood siding. A basement storage area is located under
the cabin. The entrance is from a broad stone terrace on the
downhill side. Large, multi-paned fixed windows are placed in
the north, east, and south elevations. A rustic exterior stone
chimney is centered on the south wall. The cabin has a modern
appearance in its composit ion, but is compatible through its
Sail scale, dramatic siting above an intermittent creek, and its
considerable use of native stone.
This is the last cabin constructed within the proposed historic
dlstrictf and conveys some of the character of an alpine warminghn t The appea rance i s no t un l i ke i l l us t ra t i ons i n seve ra l
nooular cabin plif books of the 1930s, including those published
E^sunset Magazine and various lumber companies; it is, in fact,
verv close to a design published by the Diamond Match Company.
T tLh°ah ly p robab le tha t the cab in ' s des ign i s adap ted o r
reproduced from standard plans available at the t ime of i ts^?*™rtion The residence permit was issued to Guy M. Bartlett
n? SaBearLake in lugust 1941; the permit carried the notation,
2L h l i id 6 /1 /42" . The cab in was probab ly bu i l t la te in the

lo^ of 1941 as it appears to havebeen completed by the time
^ ™ i t w a s r e n e w e d t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e
oLet of the tlcond vTorld War brought private construction in the
National Forests to a virtual halt. The cabin was transferred to
Stewart and Basy M. Carpenter of Los Angeles in December 1945.

.,h:„ Mn 7Q (1922): Located on a steep, rocky slope above the
SfShwav Cabin No.79 is a wood frame, side-gabled structure withhighway. Cabin no. '» £ siding. It is similar in appearance to
ceaMnCNob°83? tSch"" b i l l t ' in 1926. The roof is a medium«St2 with a shed-roofed lean-to across the rear; the shed-
foofed front porch has been enclosed with windows, The area
below the cabin is enclosed with board and batten siding. The
cabin Is reached by a long flight of concrete steps. A water
?ank is located in the rocks behind the building.

• j _„-m-i<- u=c i ccusd to Howard and Blanche Clark ofThe residence permit was issued to t towara bably bui l t the
sssss is-sr *s:rci2i- r^^k w/»«. ^a
the property was transferred to Fred and Audrey Knoth.
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Lot No. 80 has been canceled by the Forest Service.

[Cabin No. 81 is outside the proposed historic district and is
evaluated separately on a standard survey form.]

Cabin No. 82 (1930): The cabin has the appearance of a large,
side-gabled bungalow. It is one story at the rear, with a full
story under the front porch on the downhill side. A full, shed-
roofed porch spans the front of the building; the west end of the
porch has been enclosed. A tal l , stone chimney is central ly
placed on the exterior of the west elevation. The house is
sheathed in singles on the upper level, while the lower level is
enclosed with vertical board and batten siding. Window surrounds
are of milled lumber.
The residence permit was issued to Vaco Kanellos of Los Angeles
in Julv 1930; the cabin could have been constructed as early as
that summer, and was definitely built by 1932, according to the
rangerTrlport of that same year. Peter Kanellos was added to
the permit in 1947.

rabin No 83 (1926): Cabin No. 83 is of wood frame 2" x 4"
construction with board and batten exterior sheathing. The side-
Sable"?abin was original ly rectangular in plan, but a small ,
Ihed- roo fed add i t ion a t the rear and a la rge , shed- roo fed
addition (possibly a later porch enclosure) at the front have
created an irregular plan. The building is located on a moderate
slope with the rear at grade and the front elevated about a half-
tlrFrv above the ground; lattice encloses the area under the
front A small wILway connects the front with at-grade access
It the rear? wrapping around the east end. Window and door
surrounds are of milled lumber.
Mrs Amy Julius of Pasadena took out her residence permit in June
1926- she also received a conduit permit at the same time to
Ulna water to the lot. It is l ikely the cabin was constructed

o f t h e b u i l d i n g o n t h e l o t a t t h a t t i m e . T h e c a b i n w a s
transferred to Ben and Jane Allen in 1951.

r*v.in No 84 (1927): This cabin, 656 square feet in size, is
•»« JrniBrt- ino sl iohtlv at the rear. Construct ion is 2 x 4

wood framesheathed with a rounded drop siding. The mediumfhiJi roof has very slight eave overhangs. There is a basementgabled "°f *" ve** *X190pen deck at the entrance. Alterations
} g ^ ? t o D L \ & ^ ' ^ £ t " « t h e l o t a r e a r o c k w a l l , asmall shed and a board and batten, single-car garage.
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The first residence permit was issued to Antone K. Koulouris of
Los Angeles in July 1927. The cabin could have been bui l t as
ear ly as that summer; the ranger 's report ver ified i t on the lot
i n 1932 . The cab in was t rans fe r red f rom Kou lou r i s ' es ta te i n
1957 to Athena Fostinis, Estia Ferlazzo and Marie Foto.

Cabin No. 85 (1937) : A l though la te in const ruc t ion , th is cab in
s t r o n g l y f o l l o w s t h e r u s t i c t h e m e o f t h e e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s i n
the tract. It is 615 square feet in area, and is of 2" x 4" wood
frame construct ion wi th wood shake exter ior. I t is s ide-gabled,
with a medium gabled roof and a long extension of the roof at the
rear, creat ing an asymmetr ica l profi le; bargeboards are of sp l i t
loas A large, roughly-cut exter ior stone chimney is on the west
elevat ion. The front porch is deeply recessed, and is supported
bv five pee led , ve r t i ca l l ogs ; t he po rch ra i l i ng i s a l so o f l og
cons t ruc t ion . There i s enc losed s to rage under the porch . The
cabin appears to be largely unaltered.

The residence permit was issued in August 1937 to Mary Burnham
Wheeler of Los Angeles, wi fe of Henry 0. Wheeler, who owned
a d i a c e n t C a b i n N o . 5 7 . T h e r e s i d e n c e p e r m i t i n c l u d e d t h e
notation, "to bui ld 10/31/38"; the cabin could have been buil t in
the late summer of 1937 or in the summer of 1938. According to
its current owner, the cabin was built as a party and guest house
for Cab in 57 , and was cons t ruc ted by Ted Thompson, a loca l
c a r p e n t e r. I t w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o W i l l i a m H . B u r n h a m , J r. , m
1940, and to William Malkmus in 1945. Richard N. Fisher has been
the present owner since 1976.

Lot No. 96 is vacant.

Lot 390 is vacant.

Cabin No. 446 (1926): The original cabin appears to be a small,
c l a p b o a r d - s i d e d c o t t a g e w i t h a m e d i u m h i p r o o f . I t i s w o o d
f rame cons t ruc ted o f 2 " x 4 "s on 24" cen te rs , and fo rms the
c e n t a l s e c t i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t c a b i n . I t h a s a r o u g h l y - - c u t
exterior stone chimney on the rear elevation, flanked by diamond-
paned casement w indows. An ear ly add i t ion has ex tended the
bu i ld ing to the sou th , and i s compat ib le in charac te r. A 10 x
32' addi t ion on the lake side may be the enclosure of a large
porch which once spanned the facade; below this sect ion is an
understory enc losed wi th ver t ica l boards. Across the nor th end
I s a n o t h e r a d d i t i o n , 8 ' x 3 4 ' , w h i c h i s b u i l t o n t o a d e c k
clntTlevered out over the lakeshore; the profile of the h ip roof
his been extended northward and squared off as a medium gable.
The ent i re cabin abuts, and part ia l ly overhangs, a large, s tone
boathouse wi th a fla t deck and meta l p ipe ra i l ing on top ; two
large doors open onto the lake just a few feet above the high
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water l ine. A l terat ions are genera l ly ear ly, and the use of
stained siding in conjunction with local stone create a rustic
character in keeping with the historic district.

Although the lot number is out of sequence for the early summer
home colony, this cabin is clearly one which was built during the
per iod o f p r imary s ign ificance o f the h is to r ic d is t r i c t . Thefirst residence permit was issued in June 1926 to Dan V. Gladish
of Santa Monica; construction of the original cabin could have
taken place as early as that summer. The permit was transferred
to Estelle Gladish in 1956, and to Richard H. Smith in 1975.

Lot 506, qarage: This garage is the remainder of two community
garages which were located on Lot 506 in the meadow west of
Keystone Point. It is a side-gabled building with sliding doors
on the north; siding is vertical board and batten. The age is
unknown, but it probably would have been constructed shortly
after tee completion of highway access in 1925. It is now unused.
2nd is located' in an area which is fenced off by the Forest
Service to protect rare and endangered plants.

n1rt rar-r iaae Trai l : Also of note is a dir t road which runs
westward Horn the vicinity of Keystone Point to Kidd Cove,
forcing to the National Register application, this is; am vestige~% Jh.ifl84 road which ran from the old Bear Valley Dam to the
pfneK^ot area east ofthe historic district. Much of this early
J£Z traversed tie lower slopes and meadow land now inundated by
J2! n~t«t reswvoir; direct overland access to the colony was
tbt P/ff then thTeastern part of the road was flooded by thecut off ^en the e\ster£f£^ \he compietion of the new highway,
r i s i ng !» * •»«« " i Jh t In to the cab in co lony f rom the sou th ,
an access road was bui l t in to «• ^ . he v ic in i ty 0 f Cabin
r^^The 'o^d^road^w^s^subs^quent ly.used fo r in te rna l access
within'the central section of the district.

Nnn-contributinq properties:

C a b i n N o . 9 ( 1 9 1 4 ) : ^ J * * * / S n S d S T ^ h " S S ^
roof'' ^ bulldfng "hS beeningulfed by9 a number of modernSSfonn. including a board and batten, shed-roofed wing on the

historic character.
T h e o r i g i n a l " ^ r t ^ S l U b u i l t £ " £ £
KatdsameJsimmer,14and^ *SS. « the 1917 water company map.
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It was transferred to Bill York in 1943, and again to Lucille
Raney in 1956. The cabin has been so substantially altered by
incompatible modern additions that it no longer contributes to
the character of the historic district.

Cabin No. 12 (1923): This cabin has a rectangular plan and
relatively high-pitched medium gable; the gable extends over the
front of the building to cover a recessed porch. The building is
sheathed with milled horizontal lumber on the sides and rear, but
has vertical board and batten siding on the front. The central
entrance is flanked by a single window on each side with simple
wooden board surrounds. The porch is supported with wooden
posts, and has a single board railing. The rear elevation has a
back door with a flight of seven wooden steps and a wooden
handrail The roof is composition shingle. The building may
have once been sheathed in the same type of vertical board and
batten siding that still covers the front; the present V-rustic
sidino appears to be much later and probably replaced the
original materials. No dates are available for this alteration
which appears to be relatively modern; the probable rustic
charac te r o f the o r ig ina l cab in appears to have been
substantially compromised by this alteration. No documentation
could be produced with regard to the original appearance of the
building; in the absence of such documentation, the building has
been rated as non-contributing.
The original'residential permit was issued to Charles M. Grow of
San Bernardino in September 1917. He probably did not build on
the lot, and transferred ownership to James E. Barker of Los
LgelesinJune 1918. The cabin was probably built in 1918 or
1919, and was transferred to Grace F. Barker in August 1923.
Subsequent Forest Service records note a change in her name to
Grace F. Williams; she retained ownership until 1949.

~ w. xi« i a /iq?i/r 1950): Located on a medium sloping site,
tSs side-g^led'^in has its back door at grade, but the front
door eleva£ed about five feet above ground; it opens onto a shed-
roofed, full length front porch elevated on posts. The cabin is
is rouahly rectangular in plan, resting on a relatively new
clnlrete perimeter foundation. The medium gable roof has shallow
eaves; a small gabled Wing projects from the northwest wall.
Sidina is broad V-rustic milled lumber. Windows appear to be
lock fixtures. Although dated "1931" in the National Register
aoolicftion, the building has the attributes of much more modern
fonstruction, and may* have been re-sided or extensively
remodeled in recent years.
This is not the original cabin to occupy the lot. The first was
Slit in 1914 by R- W. Hamlin of Glendora; a second cabin was

In^rnLrr^O^^nd^a^new'perml^trs n0Pt issued until August
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1931; this one-and-a-half year gap suggests the original
buildings may have been removed prior to 1930. The new permit
was issued to 0. A. and Helga Doblough of Los Angeles, and
transferred to Millie Standard in April 1934. The Doblough's
cabin could have been built as early as 1931, although the
building on the site now appears to be much later. The
architectural character and materials suggest an extensive
remodeling or replacement by a new building well after 1931; a
circa 1950 date would not be at all unlikely. Forest Service and
countv records were inconclusive regarding the age of the present
cabin. Since it does not fit the rustic character of the tract,
and is modern in appearance, probably having been constructed or
substantial ly remodeled well after the district 's period of
significance, the building has been evaluated as a non-
contributing structure.

cabin No 34 (1940) This one and one-half story building was
originally a small rectangular or L-shaped cabin sheathed in a
mi l led- log cabin shiplap" s iding; later addi t ions make i t
difficult to discern the exact shape of the original, which
appears to make up the central part of the P^^^^f9^1^his a later 10' addition on the east, in place before 1951, and a
™»ii flat-roofed addition with channel rustic siding on the
^iiwJt I gabled wing was added on the front, then later

Ponded in 196?to add 2 bathroom, giving the front wing ane x p a n d e d m ± » t t o « p r o n o u n c e d d e s i g n f e a t u r e i s
thHarge"alfdormer facing the lake, which is also part of athe l a rgewau ao r fi rep lace ch imney i s l oca ted on the
l a t e r a d d i t i o n . ^ s t o n e r i r e P . ± f t o f t h e f r o n t

histor ic distr ic t .
Lot 34 was original ly occupi^by a cab^bui l t a^^iow^byj j .
S. Emerson of **l^*e/tZ fs37s as 'a new permit was issued to
TaC"f and" Betty^Aurtn of Los Angeles ti?h aPnotation, "to build,Louis and Betty Aurini0t f refers t0 the construct ion of
tne*present builaing. PPThe cabin remained in Betty Aurin's
ownership until until 1963.

„ v xt„ qs <1912)- This cabin has been so substantially
Cabl2 ?»h that it is diff icult to recognize it as an early
£e*^na The Present appearance probably dates from an
^ ^ ' w ^ i ^ ' h f ^ t e ^ n d l ^ S ^ T a v l
10Wrh9anas • da '^^ VrS°^ ^ norS?'. id. overlooking theoverhangs, a recesseu p«v- ««-„>, s Q enclosed for storage with

57



sandblasted. The cabin sits on a high concrete block foundation.
It is L-shaped in plan, and has a small, gabled addition on the
east, and has several new exterior stairways and a large, new
deck. Two detached sleeping cabins are also on the lot, sheathed
in siding similar to the main cabin. A one-car garage with a
medium gable roof and exterior shake siding is also on the lot.
Cabin No. 55, along with the cabin complex on Treasure Island
[No 58] and Cabin No. 63, is one of the oldest cabins in the
tract, but has been so substantially altered it appears to be a
relat ively new building. The residence permit was issued to
nalton V. Garstin of Redlands in December 1911, along with a
conduit permit to bring water to the lot. The cabin could have
been built as early as the summer of 1912, and the old term
permi t card no tes f "cab in cons t ruc ted by George Dexter " .Although the lot was on the hillside, Garstin was aware that it
w o u l d b e c o m e a s h o r e l i n e l o t a s s o o n * * £ * f * ? ^ ' ™ * * *
his family's water company, raised the level of the lake. This
early Tot was also one of the largest in the tract, laid out at
one-ha l f acre . Two bu i ld ings were on the lo t in 1917, as
verified by the water company's map, and two more had been added
bv 1932 according to the ranger 's report of that year. The
property' remained in the Garstin family's ownership until August
1949 when it was transferred to Graham L. Sterling, Jr.; the
maior rTiaTdeling probably occurred about that time under the new
ownership The building has been so substantially altered that
? t n o l o n g e r c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e h i s t o r i c
district even the county assessor mistakenly appraised it as a
four-year old building when it was reassessed in 1952.

r*bin No 73 (1920): Located on a steep slope, the building is

S f leirgSled? SL5SLKS-.JS buifdS^Ld
l¥5rVne*8 sheVroo fedVr ! "spans the . f ron t o f the cab in w i th= l V r a e n e w r o o m b e l o w . T h i s a d d i t i o n i s s h e a t h e d i n
verticiriy-grooved plywood siding, and has large, sliding windowsvertically 9r°°veu ^* Q f om beiow, the addition overwhelms the
Iirii lr part of'thl calfin,"presenting a modern appearance which
detracts from the rustic character of the district.
„ « t>„kv, „f ins Anoeles received his residence permit in July
Ihf and could ha^e9 instructed the smal l , or ig inal cabin aslszu, a"a.:r""xcl1Tn_er The property was transferred to C. 0.
jonn^on of"Los Andes' in'lM?, & remained in the Johnson family
until the 1950s.

Vacant lots:
Tn, No 24- This vacant lot is the site of a 1920s cabin built
by Dr? R? B. Lichtenwalter of Long Beach. Forest Service records
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indicate the cabin burned June 28, 1951.

Cabin No. 31 was one of the earliest cabins, having been built in
1913 or 1914 by Clyde L. Nickle of Glendora. The permit was
terminated in 1972, and the lot is now vacant.

Lo t No . 40 i s t he s i t e o f a cab in bu i l t abou t 1935 by Pea r l
S ta l l i ngs o f Los Ange les . The bu i ld ing was apparen t l y s t i l l m
existence in 1971; the lot is now vacant.

Cabin No. 42 was built about 1919 by G. R. Calkins of Montebello;
it appears to have been in existence as late as 1952. The lot is
current ly vacant .
Lo t No 50 was fi r s t acqu i red by Jean R . I r v i ne o f Ven i ce i n
September 1916. The cabin may have been built the following year
and was shown on the 1922 highway map. The lot is now vacant.

L o t N o 9 6 - T h i s l o t w a s d e v e l o p e d l a t e ; t h e fi r s t r e c o r d e d
residence permit was issued to Nell ie Soules of Los Angeles in
1938 and transferred unimproved to H. V. Hewson of Inglewood in
^940, who built a cabin in 1941. The cabin went through several
subsequent transfers, and the Forest Service recorded the lot as
vacant in December 1952. It remains vacant at this time.

L o t N o . 3 9 0 : T h i s l a t e r i n fi l l l o t m a y h a v e n e v e r b e e n
developed. It is shown as vacant on the water company's
c 1944owne rsh ip map , and i s absen t f r om coun t y assesso r ' s
r e c o r d s ; F o r e s t S e r v i c e r e c o r d s n o t e t h e l o t a s v a c a n t o n
September 1, 1950.

The following lots have been canceled by. the Forest Service:
Tn, vrn 49 was acquired by Miss Elvira Larson in 1916, who held it
until i921 TheT922 highway map showed the lot was vacant that
year; Forest Service records note the lot was vacant in 1938, and
was removed from the Forest Service roster m September of that
year.
t 4. M~ m w*<5 aeouired by P. E. Letchworth, Jr., from 1917 to
ll25N0%Ibin remains; ythe lot has now been canceled by the
Forest Service and no longer exists.
Lot No. 80 was canceled by the Forest Service and no longer
exists.

^ •«-. Ptrmnriaries of the proposed historic district encom-Boundanes: ^u^0^m^ely 35 acres on the southwest shore of

fiSgS BfarTaL°LtPwPere0nX the'^arValley Dam and Flshe,: Cove. The
diltr i t t l ies entirely within the south half of Section 22, T.

2
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N., R. 1 W., San Bernardino Base Line and Meridian. Boundaries
are shown on the attached San Bernardino County Assessor's Maps
306-22 and 306-23, and are generally described as follows:

Beginning at the southeast corner of Section 22, the boundary
proceeds west along the section l ine to its intersection with
Highway 18, then turns northwest following the northern edge of
the highway right-of-way to its intersection with Lot 13, then
turns west along the southern edge of Lot 13, then northerly
along the western edge of Lot 13 to its intersection with the
northern edge of the highway right of way, then northwest along
the northern edge of the highway right-of-way to its intersection
with Lot 24, then northwest along the southwestern edge of Lot
24, then northeast along the northwestern edge of Lot 24 to its
intersection with the eastern edge of the highway right of way,
then northwest along the eastern edge of the highway right-of-way
to its intersection with Lot 78, then westerly along the southern
edoe of Lot 78, then northerly along the western edge of Lot 78,
thin easterly along the northern edge of Lot 7 8 to the eastern
eSge ol the highwa? right of way, then northwesterly along the
eastern edge of to highway right-of-way to its intersection with
Lot 79 then southerly along the eastern edge of Lot 79, then
westerly along to southern edge of Lot 79 to its intersection m
TcomVon corner with Lot 76, then westerly along the southern
edoTof Lot 7 6, then northerly along the western edge of Lot 76
to^intersect ion wi th the northern edge of the highway r ightIf III then westerly and north along the northern edge of the
Siahwav rilht-lf-way to its intersection with the southern edge
nf to? 66 then westerly along the southern edge of Lot 66 to a
rLmon corner wl?hlots 67 and 69, then southerly along the
extern edge of Lot 69, then westerly along the southern edge of
fot 69 to a common corner with Lot 68, then northwesterly along
*£ LthwesteTn edge of Lot 68, then northeasterly along the
northweswrl edge of Lot 68 to its intersection with the northern
S 7f to highway r ight of way, then northwesterly along the
northern edge of the highway right-of-way to its intersection
with Lo? 72? then westerly along the southern edge o^ ^ot 72,
then northerly along the western edge of Lot 72, then easterlyiinno the northern edge of Lot 72 to the eastern edge of the
?}ahL r iaht of way, then turning norther ly at a r ight angle
allna a line projected to meet the high-water limit of Big Bear
Lake then eastward alonn the high water limit of the shoreline
t f the nor thern edge of 'Lot 64, pro ject ing in a s t ra ight l ine
JL^ f» i to the nor th^n edge o f the h igh water l im i t o f the
t^9 !^^ o f Treasure TTiand, fo l low ing the Is land shore l ine
arlund the north "deasV sides of the island, then southeasterly
tlong a line draW^ tangential from the easternmost point on the• i , ; /^?^ intersect ' -n with a point of land northeast of Lot
I I t h i n sou th and eV^ t a l ong t he h i gh wa te r l im i t o f t he£' ' H«» In i ts in teract ion wi th the Sect ion l ine separat ing
iSons 22" and'^S1 at Flihe/cove, then south along that Section
Line to the point of beginning.
Boundary Justification: This boundary encompasses all of the
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o r i g i n a l , c o n t i g u o u s l o t s t h a t w e r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e i n i t i a l
survey of the Big Bear Tract on the southern shore of the lake
[Lots 1-79 and 82-85], and now form the present southwest shore
c o l o n y ; a l s o i n c l u d e d a r e i n fi l l l o t s 3 9 0 a n d 4 4 6 . L o t 8 1 i s
located about 500' west of the nearest cabin within the distr ict
and has been excluded because of its distance, and because it is
s e p a r a t e d b y s e v e r a l l o t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h l a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t
subsequent to the completion of the Big Bear Tract. The cabins
l ie be tween the present dam and F isher Cove; a lmost a l l a re
loca ted on the nor th s ide o f the h ighway. Where the h ighway
r i g h t - o f - w a y c u t s a c r o s s a l o t b o u n d a r y, t h a t l o t h a s b e e n
inc luded in i t s en t i re ty w i th in the h is to r i c d is t r i c t boundar ies ;
therefore, the cabins on Lots 69, 76 and 79 are actually located
on portions of their lots which lie south of the highway.

Boundary Adjustment: Cabins 69, 76 and 79 were not included in
the 1983 National Register application because of their locations
above the highway, but are included here because they are part
of the or ig inal t ract and were bui l t pr ior to the construct ion of
the road which now separates them from the cabin colony below the
highway. Also, the Dam Keeper' house, which was included in the
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t a p p l i c a t i o n , h a s n o t b e e n
inc luded in th is submiss ion; i t does not d i rec t ly represent the
h i s to r i ca l o r a r ch i t ec tu ra l t hemes wh i ch d i s t i ngu i sh t he cab in
co lony. I t i s h i s t o r i ca l l y r e l a ted t o t he fi r s t Bea r Va l l ey Dam
and has been determined eligible for National Register l ist ing in
conjunct ion wi th that s t ructure.

Distr ict Maps: The fol lowing histor ic distr ict boundary niaps are
taken from San Bernardino County Assessor's Maps 306-22 and 306-
23 Lot° l ines shown on the map are legal boundar ies recorded
dur ing Forest Serv ice surveys of the Big Bear Tract , 1915-21,
with subsequent additions and deletions.
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Photographs: Photographs were taken in January, April, May,
October and November of 1987; photos not taken in 1987 are noted
with the correct year. The area was field checked on August 24,
1989 to record any significant changes which occurred subsequent
to the original photography; Cabins 33 and 63 were photographed
at that time to show renovation work in progress. All photos
were taken by Aaron Gallup, Office of Environmental Analysis,
California Department of Transportation, Sacramento.
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View of h is tor ic d is t r ic t look ing west
across Fisher Cove to Keystone Point

View along shore line looking south toward Cabins 53 and 54
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View looking southwest at Cabins 85, 77 and 57, Kidd Cove

^^^v^S^kWf i £>

View looking northeast from highway
at Cabins 2 6 (foreground) and 19
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View looking north at Cabins 7 8 (foreground) and 57,Kidd Creek area

View looking east from highway toward
Cabins 66 (background), 67 and 68
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View of western part of distr ict looking east
at Cabins 61 (foreground) and 62

Cabin No. 1
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Cabin No. 2

vj^taTTEj

Cabin No. 2 with sleeping cabin shown at left
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Cabin No. 3

Cabin No. "4
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Cabin No. 4, view of original cabin showing addition

Cabin No. 5
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Cabin No. 7

V&WJSl

Cabin No. 8

71



Cabin No. 9

Cabin No. 10
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Cabin No. 10, rear view
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Cabin No. 11'
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Cabin No. 11, rear view showing sleeping cabin

Cabin No. 12
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Cabin No. 12, rear view
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Cabin No. 13
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Cabin No. 14

Cabin No. 15
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Cabin No. 15, showing sleeping cabins at right

Cabin No.■16
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Cabin No. 17, with Cabin No. 18 at left

Cabin No. 18
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Cabin No. 19, view from east

Cabin No. 19, view from northwest
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Cabin No. 20

Cabin No. 2 0, sleeping cabin at rear
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Cabin No. 22, sleeping cabin at rear

Cabin No. 23
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Cabin No. 25

Cabin No. 26
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Cabin No. 28

Cabin No. 29
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Cabin No. 29, log sleeping cabin

Cabin No. 29, showing sleeping cabins
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Cabin No. 30

Cabin No. 32
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Cabin No. 33, view of complex from east

Cabin No. 33, 1987 view from southeast before renovation
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Cabin No. 33, view from southeast during renovation (August 1989)

Cabin No. 33, view from west showing boathouse
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Cabin No. 34

Cabin No. 35
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Cabin No. 36
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Cabin No. 36, showing rear addition and connected cabin
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Cabin No. 37

■RTSK/ft

Cabin No. 38
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Cabin No. 39

Cabin No. 41
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Cabin No. 43, showing original cabin at left

Cabin No. 44
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Cabin No. 44, outbuildings

Cabin No. 45, view showing both cabins
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Cabin No. 45, view showing east cabin
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Cabin No. 45, view showing west cabin
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Cabin No. 4 6, view from east

Cabin No. 4 6, rear view
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Cabin No. 47

Cabin No. 47, showing original cabin
with front and rear addit ions
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Cabin No. 48

Cabin No. 51, view from east
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Cabin No. 51, rear view

Cabin No. 51, guest house
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Cabin No. 52
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Cabin No. 53
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cabin" No .Vc-g j j-gjg^ftaoin6 (right)
living room cabin i center//

Cabin No . 54, l iving room cabin (left) and sleeping cabin
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Cabin No. 55

Cabin No. 55, view looking east
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Cabin No. 56, view looking north

Cabin No. 56, view looking east
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Cabin No. 57, view looking south

Cabin No. 57, view looking north
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Cabin No. 58, view looking north

Cabin No. 58, view looking east

105



iflz£.\$t* ..»•.

Cabin No. 59

Cabin No. 60
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Cabin No. 61

Cabin No. 62, view looking west
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Cabin No. 62, view looking southeast
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Cabin No. 63, 1987 view prior to construction of new addition
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Cabin No. 63, showing addition under construction (August 1989)

Cabin No. 64, view looking west showing original siding
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Cabin No. 64, view looking east

Cabin No. 65
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Cabin No. 66

Cabin No. 67
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Cabin No. 6

Cabin No. 68, showing log section at rear
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Cabin No. 71, view looking north showing original cabin on left

Cabin No. 71, view looking north; main cabin on right
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Cabin No. 71, detail of original cabin; newer main cabin on right

Cabin No. 72
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Cabin No. 73

Cabin No. 74
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Cabin No. 75

Cabin No. 7 6
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Cabin No. 77, view looking north

Cabin No. 77, view looking southwest
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Cabin No. 7 8

Cabin No. 79
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Cabin No. 82

Cabin No. 83
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Cabin No. 84
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Cabin No. 85
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Cabin No. 44 6, view looking northeast

Cabin No. 44 6, view looking south at stone boathouse
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Lot 50 6, garage in meadow west of Keystone Point

123



,15V

<*%b

INDIVIDUAL SURVEY SHEETS

The fol lowing propert ies are located in the study area, but are
outs ide of thJJ Big Bear Southwest Shore Histor ic Dist r ic t and
were evaluated individually on the attached survey sheets:

Cabin No. 81 (Map Reference C-81)
Cabin No. 125 (Map Reference C-125)
Cabin No. 382 (Map Reference C-382)
Cabin No. 383 (Map Reference C-383)
Dam Keeper's House (Map Reference C-380)
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ASSESSED IN BK.304 P03«

D

O

P0CW..I/2 •,Sec.22,T2N.,R.IW,S.B.B.aM.
US.Forest Leasos, Big Bear Lake Trad -C.S. 1880 /j^\

1
B e a r V a f . e y 0 - , x
Un/f7ed Sch. D/sf. 306-23
Tax Rote Area
57003,57008,57049

Treasure Jsfond. \
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HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY REPORT

Big Bear Bridge Replacement

Big Bear Lake, San Bernardino County ^

08-SBd-18. P. M. U.4
;s w cow, sect t

REVISION
3-7-66
4 -n -L f4-S-t.B
7 / B / 7 6 fi fl

Locat ion Map for Cabins 81. 125. 380 (Dam Keepers Housg. 382 and 383 m*;"^*^Numbers Shown In Circles
Assessor's Map No.306-23
San Bernardino County
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY/EVALUATION FORM MAP REFERENCE NO. C-81

County - Route - Postmile: SBd-18, P. M. 44.4 ( ) LISTED
( ) APPEARS ELIGIBLE

( ) DETERMINED ELIGIBLE
(X) APPEARS INELIGIBLE

IDENTIFICATION

1.Common Name: Cabin No. 81 (Auble cabin)

2.HIstoric Name: Cabin No. 81

3.Street or rural address: Lot No. 81, Big Bear Tract

Ci ty : Big Bear Lake Zip Code: 92315 County: San Bernardino

4.Parcel Number: 306-231-81 Present Owner: Mrs. Ear le W. Auble

Address : P. O . Box 156 C i t y : Phe lan Z ip Code : 92371

S.OwnershIp Is: ( ) Publ ic (x) Pr ivate

6 . P r e s e n t U s e : S u m m e r c a b i n O r i g i n a l U s e : S u m m e r c a b i n

DESCRIPTION

7eLArchitectural Style: Rustic cabin

7b.Physlcal Condition: (The present condition of the site or structure and any major alterations from its original
condition.)

Set back well out of view of the highway, the lot includes the main cabin and two outbuildings; the three form a
small complex on a relatively flat hill crest, with a gentle slope to the north. The main building is a large,
one-and-one- half story residence clad in unstained shingles. The building has a medium gable with two large,
gabled dormers on the main (east) elevation; the rear (west) elevation has one centrally- placed dormer.
Fenestration is irregular, with large and small windows placed at differing intervals. The front has three large
windows which alternate with one small window and an entrance doorway. Secondary entrances are located in the
gable ends on the north and south, each flanked by two windows, with a smaller window provid.ng l.ght to the
upstairs The rear has one small and two large windows. All windows have solid shutters and s.mpie surrounds. A
narrow open deck wraps partially around the building on the east and north, elevated above the gradual slope,
providing access to the building's eastern and northern doorways, and to a small sleeping cabin at the northwest
comer This auxiliary 8* x 20' one-room structure is compatible with the main building, utilizing similar extenor wood
shingles and having a medium gable roof. The third building in the complex is a 20' x 20' two-car garage which
was built in 1930, according to a garage site map dated 8/14/1930 in Forest Service files. It has shingle siding and
a corrugated metal, medium gable roof.

8. Construction date
Estimated: (1927) Factual: ( )

9. Architect: N/A
10. Builder: Unknown
11. Approx. Property Size

Acreage: .25 acre
12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s):

January 14, 1987

/



13.Condl t lon: Excel lent ( ) Good (x) Fai r ( ) Deter iorated ( )

1 Alterations: Minor, addition of rear deck

15.Surroundlngs: (Check more than one i f necessary) Open land < ) S^eJ^^JJ
Densely built-up ( ) Residential ( ) Industrial ( ) Commercial ( ) Other National Forest

16.Threatstoslte: None known ( ) Private Development ( ) Zoning ( ) Vandalism ( )
Public Works Project (x )

17Jsthe structure: On its original site? (x) Moved? ( ) Unknown? ( )

18.Related features: Garage, sleeping cabin

SIGNIFICANCE

19.Hlstorlcal and/or Architectural Importance: (Dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

The first residence permit was issued in August 1924 to Mrs. Anna Weed, the wife of Bayliss T. Weed, the dam
keeper from 1918 to 1930. Weed built Cabin No. 125 nearby in 1925, and constructed this cabin two years later
(Riddle, personal communication); this is corroborated by Anna Weed's application for a water condurt permit for
Cabin No 81 in 1927 She transferred "a five-room house and woodshed" to Earie W. Auble, an accountant, of
Pacific Palisades in November 1928. The cabin became the sole property of Mrs. Auble in 1983. (See continuation
sheet)

Location sketch map: (Draw & label
site and surrounding streets, roads,
and prominent landmarks.)

20.Maln theme of the historic resource: (If more than one
is checked, number in order of importance.)

A r t s & L e i s u r e ( ) a * * V
( ) Exp lora t ion/Set t lement ( ) ,z^
Mi l i ta ry ( ) Re l ig ion ( )
)

* * « -

Architecture (x)
Economic/Industrial
Government ( )
Social/Education (

21 .Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal
interviews and their dates.)

San Bernardino County Assessor: Map 306-23; Personal Property Tax
Files, Big Bear Tract, Cabin No. 81. U. S. Forest Service, San
Bernardino National Forest Headquarters, San Bernardino: Special
Use Permit Card Re (closed); San Bernardino National Forest Distnct
Ranger Station, Fawnskin: current permit holder files. Big Bear Tract
Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, ownership map, Big Bear Tract,
a 1944

Hinckley, Horace P. "An History of Bear Valley Mutual Water Company,
1903-1983", Redlands, CA: Bear Valley Mutual Water Company
(manuscript, no date]. Los Angeles Directory Company, LPS Angeles
Crtv Directory. 1937.

Interview, Mr. Alexander Riddle, owner of Cabin No. 125, November 3,
1987.

22.Date form prepared: November 1,1989
By: Aaron A. Gallup
Organization: Caltrans
Address: 650 Howe Ave.
City: Sacramento Zip Code: 95825
Phone: (916)920-7672
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CONTINUATION SHEET . MAP REFERENCE NO. C-81

19.BrlefIy state historical and/or architectural Importance (Include dates, events, and persons associated with
the site):

Cabin No. 81 is an intact example of the type ol cabins being built inth. Big Bear Tract in the laa***"*"*
are generally minor, but the level ol significance does not set the building apart when viewed n ttie context ol Bg
£?£££«• of simitar age. While a pleasant, well- maintained building, the ardtf ecttiral character. no
particularly distinguished; this simple, wood-frame residence with shingle extenor .s not unite many•others m the
SSlTwas one of at least two cabins built by the dam keeper and his wile; Cabin No. 81 was pmbably tat on
s^atT te long- term owners occupied the cabin as a vacation home, but do not appear to have made£•»
Sufions to local history. The cabin does not appear to meet National Register critenon B or C on an ■nd.vrfual
basis, and is too far removed from the proposed historic district to be included as a contr.but.ng property.
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C A L I F O R N I A D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N _ _ _ _ _ „ , „ M n r , _
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY/EVALUATION FORM MAP REFERENCE NO. C-125

C o u n t y - R o u t e - P o s t m i l e : S B d - 1 8 . P . M . 4 4 . 4 ^ ^ D E T E R M I N E D E L I G I B L E
( ) APPEARS ELIGIBLE (x) APPEARS INELIGIBLE

IDENTIFICATION
^> LCommon Name: Cab in No. 125 (R idd le res idence)

2.Historlc Name: Cabin No. 125

3.Street or rural address: Lot 125, Big Bear Tract

City: Big Bear Lake Zip Code: 92315 County: San Bernardino
4.Parcel Number: 306-231-125 Present Owner: Alexander and Elizabeth Riddle

Address : P.O. Box 167 C i t y : Fawnsk in Z ip Code : 92333

5.0wnershlpis: ( ) Public (x) Private

i 6 . P r e s e n t U s e : R e s i d e n c e O r i g i n a l U s e : S u m m e r c a b i n

DESCRIPTION

7a.Archltectural Style: Rustic cabin

^ 7b.Physlcal Condition: (The present condition of the site or structure and any major alterations from its original
condition.)

Located at the end of the road adjacent to a tributary of Bear Creek, this large, 1480 square-feet residence has a
medium gable metal roof and stained shingle exterior. The walls are 2" x 4" frame construction on 16 centers. A
massive stone fireplace is located in the exterior of the south wall. Originally V-shaped in plan, the building now is
roughly "S"- shaped, with an 8' x 32' room added on the north by the previous owner. This later addition is^ sheathed in "log cabin shiplap" siding, has its own medium gable perpendicular to the axis of the main roof and has

a large aluminum sash window overlooking the creek. A formerly recessed porch at the southeast comer has been
enclosed with vertical boards and several windows; this work was done after 1958 by the present owner. A garage
is built into the house at the lower level beneath the enclosed porch. The building has been substantially aKered
from its original appearance; the assessor's files note a remodeling permit was issued in 1953, which may be for the
construction of the wing on the north.

8. Construction date
Estimated: (1925) Factual: ( )

9. Architect: N/A
10. Builder: Bayfiss T. Weed

^ 1 1 . A p p r o x . p r o p e r t y s i z e
Acreage: .21 acre

12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s):
January 14, 1987

^
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13.Conditlon: Excellent ( ) Good (x) Fair ( ) Deteriorated ( )

14JXIteratlons: Addition of wing on north, enclosure of porch

15 Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land (, ) Scattered buildings ( )
Densely built-up ( ) Residential ( ) Industrial ( ) Commercial ( ) Other. National Forest

16.Threatstoslte: None known ( ) Private Development ( ) Zoning ( ) Vandalism ( )
Public Works Project (x )

17.1s the structure: On its original she? (x) Moved? ( ) Unknown? ( )

18.Related features: Stone terraces

SIGNIFICANCE

19.Historical and/or Architectural Importance: (Dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

According to the present owner, Cabin No. 125 was built in 1925 by Bayliss T. Weed and his wife, Anna (FUddle,
personal communication). Weed succeeded William Knickerbocker as dam keeper and served from May 1918 to
Aoril 1930 (Hinckley, p. 84). This was one of several cabins built by Weed, who lived nearby in the stone house
provide! by *e water company. Forest Service records could not be located for the ear* history of the cabin, but it
was transferred in 1940 from the third owner to George and Elizabeth Willette of West Los Angeles. They
transfened the property in July 1958 to Alexander and Elizabeth Riddle, the current residents. (See continuation
sheet)

Location sketch map: (Draw & label
site and surrounding streets, roads,
and prominent landmarks.)

N"
20.Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one
is checked, number in order of importance.)

A r c h i t e c t u r e ( x ) A r t s & L e i s u r e ( ) . . .
Economic/Industrial ( ) Exploration/Settlement ( )
Government ( ) Military ( ) Religion ( )
Social/Education ( )

21 .Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal
interviews and their dates.)

San Bernardino County Assessor: Map 306-23; Personal Property Tax
Files, Big Bear Tract, Cabin No. 125. U. S. Forest Service, San
Bernardino National Forest Headquarters, San Bernardino: Special
Use Permit Card File (closed); San Bernardino National Forest District
Ranger Station, Fawnskin: current permit holder files, Big Bear Tract
Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, ownership map, Big Bear Tract,
c.1944.

Hinckley, Horace P. "An History of Bear Valley Mutual Water Company,
1903-1983", Redlands, CA: Bear Valley Mutual Water Company
[manuscript, no date].

Interview, Alexander Riddle, owner of Cabin 125, November 3,1987.

22-Date form prepared: November 1,1989
By: Aaron A. Gallup
Organization: Caitrans
Address: 650 Howe Ave.
City: Sacramento Zip Code: 95825
Phone: (916)920-7672

t



CONTINUATION SHEET MAP REFERENCE NO. C-125

19.Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with
the site):

While a pleasant building which blends well with its mountain setting, Cabin No. 125 does not have sufficient
architectural merit to consider it under criterion C. Also, a major addition was made after 1940, most likely in 1953,
which considerably enlarged the original cabin, and a later porch enclosure was made at the front. No information
could be obtained on the earliest owners, other than the dam keeper and his wile, who may have built the cabin on
speculation. Lacking significance under criterion B or C, and having had its historic appearance compromised by
subsequent remodelings, the building does not appear to meet the criteria of the National Register.
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY/EVALUATION FORM MAP REFERENCE NO. C-382

County - Route - Postmile: SBd-18, P. M. 44.4 ( ) LISTED
( ) APPEARS ELIGIBLE

( ) DETERMINED ELIGIBLE
(X) APPEARS INELIGIBLE

IDENTIFICATION

1.Common Name: Cabin 382

2.HIstoric Name: Cabin 382

3.Street or rural address: Lot 382. Big Bear Tract

C i t y : B ig Bea r Lake Z ip Code : 92315 Coun ty : San Be rna rd ino

4.Parcel Number: 306-231-382 Present Owner: Joseph and Arlene Pizzuto

Address: c/o A Tokarz. 40I Civic Center Drive, #1025 City: Santa Ana Zip Code: 90701

S.Ownership Is: ( ) Publ ic (x) Pr ivate

6 . P r e s e n t U s e : S u m m e r c a b i n O r i g i n a l U s e : S u m m e r c a b i n

DESCRIPTION

7a.Archltectural Style: Rustic cabin

7b.Physical Condition: (The present condition of the site or structure and any major alterations from lis original
condition.)

This small, dark-stained board and batten cabin is perched among the boulders on a very steep slope. While the
rear of the one-and-one-hatf-story building is at grade, the front is raised a full story off the ground. The cabin is of
2" x 4" frame construction on 24" centers, and contains 589 square feet of interior space. The cab.n has a medium,
side-gabled roof; a break in slope creates a shed roof supported by posts over the front porch on the mam (north)
elevation The area under the porch is enclosed by vertical boards with a small-paned, large window on the nght
side A narrow deck on the east end runs from grade level at the rear to the front porch; the deck is joined by a
stairway rising from ground level below the cabin. The deck and porch are enclosed by milled railings w.th vertical
posts The main entrance is centered on the north elevation, accessed from the front porch, and flanked by two
large windows with simple surrounds. The eastern end of the porch has been enclosed, and a large, aluminum
sash window has been installed. Small windows appear in the gable ends providing light to the upstairs loft. The
original plan was rectangular, but is now in the form of a T due to a later, but compatible, board and batten rear
addition partially excavated into the hillside. The addition has a medium gable roof and a rubble rock foundation.
Another'small addition forms a tiny room projecting from the western elevation; it also has a medium gable and
board and batten siding.

8. Construction date
Estimated: ( ) Factual: (1937)

9. Architect: N/A
10. Builder: Unknown
11. Approx. property size

Acreage: .14 acre
12. Date(a) of enclosed photograph(s):

January 14, 1987



13.Condltion: Excellent ( ) Good (x) Fair ( ) Deteriorated ( )

14.Alteratlons: As noted in 7b.

15 Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land ( ) Scattered buildings ( )
Densely built-up ( ) Residential ( ) Industrial ( ) Commercial ( ) Other National Forest

16.Threatstoslte: None known ( ) Private Development ( ) Zoning ( ) Vandalism ( )
Public Works Project (x )

17Js the structure: On its original she? (x) Moved? ( ) Unknown? ( )

18.Related features: None

SIGNIFICANCE

19.Hlstorlcal and/or Architectural Importance: (Dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

The unimproved lot was transferred from John G. Waggoner of Illinois to C. F. Dixon, a clerk, and Fred Miller of Los
Angeles in July 1937. The residence permit earned a notation, "to build 10/31/37". Apparently, instruction
occurred that summer, as the improvement status was noted as "satisfactory" on November 14,1937. Fred Miller
bmme the sole owner in 1962; he transfened to cabin to Doug and Marilyn Hot in 1978. The current owners
obtained the property from the Holts in 1988. (See continuation sheet)

Location sketch map: (Draw & label
site and surrounding streets, roads,
and prominent landmarks.)

20JYIaln theme of the historic resource: (If more than one
is checked, number in order of importance.)

Architecture (x) Arts & Leisure ( )
Economic/Industrial ( ) Exploration/Settlement ( )
Government ( ) Military ( ) Religion ( )
Social/Education ( )

21 .Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal
interviews and their dates.)

San Bernardino County Assessor: Map 306-23; Personal Property Tax
Files, Big Bear Tract. Cabin No. 382. U. S. Forest Service..San
Bernardino National Forest Headquarters, San ^^S^SmLk±
Use Permit Card File (closed); San Bernardino Nation^_ Forest District
Ranger Station, Fawnskin: cunent permrt holder files, Big Bear Tract
Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, ownership map. Big[Bear Tract,
c.1944. Los Angeles Directory Company. I os Angeles OftY Directory,
1937.

22.Date form prepared:
By: Aaron A. Gallup
Organization: Caltrans
Address: 650 Howe Ave.
City: Sacramento Zip Code:
Phone: (916)920-7672

November 1,1989

95825



CONTINUATION SHEET MAP REFERENCE NO. C-382

19.Brlefly state historical and/or architectural Importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with
the site):

Cabin No 382 is one of the later cabins in the area, occupying a very small lot that was not part of the original Big
Bear Tract survey; It was built at the same time as its neighbor on Lot 383. It is characteristic of the sporadic
development that occurred subsequent to the earlier subdivision and development of the main cabin tract below the
hiqhway It does not have sufficient architectural merit to qualify under criterion C. and has been altered by
subsequent remodelings. Also, it is not associated with persons significant in local history. The property does not
appear to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places.



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY/EVALUATION FORM

County - Route - Postmile: SBd-18, P. M. 44.4

IDENTIFICATION

1.Common Name: Cabin No. 383

2.Hlstorlc Name: Cabin No. 383

3.Street or rural address: Lot 383, Big Bear Tract

C i t y : B i g B e a r L a k e Z i p C o d e : 9 2 3 1 5

4.Parcel Number: 306-231-383

Address: 1050 N. Wilcox Avenue

MAP REFERENCE NO. C-383

LISTED
APPEARS ELIGIBLE

( ) DETERMINED ELIGIBLE
( X ) APPEARS INELIGIBLE

County: San Bernardino

Present Owner: Robert Grigg

City: Los Angeles Zip Code: 90038

S.OwnershIp Is: ( ) Public

6.Present Use: Summer cabin

x ) Private

Original Use: Summer cabin

DESCRIPTION

7a.Archltectural Style: Rustic cabin

Tb.Physlcal Condition: (The present condition of the site or structure and any major arterations from its original
condition.)

This unstained shingle cabin is located immediately to the east ol Cabin No. 382. and occupies a steep slope above

m?dem de* ht9bee"cons,ruc.ed on the south adjacent to the Iron, po^along with a spa enciosure.

8. Construction date
Estimated: ( ) Factual: (1937)

9. Architect: N/A
10. Builder: Unknown
11. Approx. property size

Acreage: .17 acre
12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s):

August 24, 1989



13.Condl t lon: Excel lent ( ) Good (x) Fai r ( ) Deter iorated ( )

14JVIteratlons: Rear addition, new deck and spa

15.Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land ( ) Scattered buildings ( )
Densely built-up ( ) Residential ) Industrial ( ) Commercial ( ) Other National Forest

16.ThreatstosIte: None known ( ) Private Development ( ) Zoning ( ) Vandalism ( )
Public Works Project (x )

17.1s the structure: On Its original site? (x) Moved? ( ) Unknown? ( )

18.Related features: Exterior deck and spa

SIGNIFICANCE

19.Hlstorlcal and/or Architectural Importance: (Dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

Cabins 382 and 383 appear to have been built on two adjacent tots split from a standard-sized (approximately 1/4
acre) lot Both were developed at the same time. The first residence permit for Cabin No. 383 was issued to
James and Lucille Glasgow of Long Beach in July 1937; it Included the notation, "to build 1031/37-. Construction
was apparently completed that summer, as the notation, "satisfactory", was made November 15,1937. James
Glasgow was a driver for City Publishing Service, according to the 1937 and 1938 city directones. The cabin
remained in Glasgow ownership until 1969, when it was transfened to W. Ellwood Jae; subsequent owners were
Thomas A. Gilbert of Manhattan Beach, and Marshall Lefferts of Los Angeles. The current owners obtained the
property in 1984. (See continuation sheet)

Location sketch map: (Draw & label
sits and surrounding streets, roads,
and prominent landmarks.)

20JUIain theme of the historic resource: (If more than one
is checked, number in order of importance.)

A r c h i t e c t u r e ( x ) A r t s & L e i s u r e ( ) ' *
Economic/Industrial ( ) Exploration/Settlement ( )
Governmen t ( ) M i l i t a ry ( ) Re l i g ion ( )
Social/Education ( )

21 .Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal
interviews and their dates.)

San Bernardino County Assessor: Map 306-23; Personal Property Tax
Files, Big Bear Tract, Cabin No. 383. U. S. Forest Service, San
Bernardino National Forest Headquarters, San Bernardino: Special
Use Permit Card File (dosed); San Bernardino National Forest District
Ranger Station, Fawnskin: current permit holder files, Big Bear Tract
Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, ownership map. Big Bear Tract,
c. 1944. a L Polk and Company, I r>ng Reach Orrv Directory. 1937
and 1938.

22.Date form prepared:
By: Aaron A. Gallup
Organization: Cattrans
Address: 650 Howe Ave.
City: Sacramento Zip Code:
Phone: (916)920-7672

November 1,1989

95825
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C O N T I N U AT I O N S H E E T M A P R E F E R E N C E N O . C - 3 8 3

19.Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (Include dates, events, and persons associated with
the site):

This pleasant shingled cabin blends nicely with its mountain setting, but does not have sufficient architectural
distinction to qualify individually for National Register listing. It, along with its neighbor to the west is a relative
latecomer to the tract and is part of a later phase of development during which numerous additional cabins were
constructed above the highway; ft is not historically associated with the development of the early cabin colony which
forms the proposed historic district and has not been included within the boundaries. Lacking individual distinction
or historical association with the proposed district, the cabin does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the
National Register.
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY/EVALUATION FORM

County - Route - Postmile: SBd-18, P. M. 44.4

MAP REFERENCE NO. C-380

( ) LISTED
I ) APPEARS ELIGIBLE

( X ) DETERMINED ELIGIBLE
( ) APPEARS INELIGIBLE

County: San Bernardino

IDENTIFICATION

1.Common Name: Dam Keeper's House

2.HIstorIc Name: Dam Keeper's House

3.Street or rural address: Lot 380, Big Bear Tract

C i t y : B ig Bea r Lake Z ip Code : 92315 Coun ty : San Be rna rd ino

4.Parcel Number: 306-231-380 Present Owner: U. S. Forest Service

A d d r e s s : P. O . B o x 2 9 0 C i t y : F a w n s k i n Z i p C o d e : 9 2 3 3 3

5.0wnersh ip is : (x ) Publ ic ( ) Pr ivate

6 . P r e s e n t U s e : V a c a n t O r i g i n a l U s e : R e s i d e n c e

DESCRIPTION

7a.Architectural Style: Vernacular stone cabin

7b.Physlcal Condition: (The present condition of the site or structure and any major alterations from its original
condition.)

The Dam Keeper's house is a one and a half story residential building constructed of locaily-quarried granite.
Rectangular in plan, the building has a steeply-pitched gable roof. The thick load bearing walls are a s.ngle width of
granite cut into rough rectangular blocks laid with thick mortar in courses of varying height; drill marks are in
evidence on many of the blocks. A massive stone chimney projects slightly from the western end wall, and is
placed left of center. Window openings are tall and rectangular, placed at regular intervals around the building; two
tower floor windows appear in each end, with a single window opening in the loft space above. Three windows
alternate with two doorways on the north elevation; the south elevation has two central doorways with single
windows on either side. Window and door openings have stone lintels. (See continuation sheet)

8. Construction date
Estimated: ( ) Factual:

(1883-84)
9. Architect: Unknown

10. Builder: Bear Valley Irrigation
Company

11. Approx. property size
Acreage: 4.13 acres

12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)
c. 1896 and January 14, 1987



13.Condi t ion: Excel lent ( ) Good ( ) Fa i r ( ) Deter iorated (x)

14.A!terat!ons: Deterioration, loss of porch and interior

15.Surroundlngs: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land ( ) Scattered buildings ( )
Densely built-up ( ) Residential ( ) Industrial ( ) Commercial ( ) Other. National Forest

16.Threatstoslte: None known ( ) Private Development ( ) Zoning ( ) Vandalism (x)
Public Works Project (x ) Other Deterioration

17.1sthe structure: On its original she? (x) Moved? ( ) Unknown? ( )

18.Related features: None

SIGNIFICANCE

19.Hlstorlcal and/or Architectural Importance: (Dates, events, and persons associated with the she.)

The building was constructed by the Bear Valley Irrigation Company to serve as the residence for the keeper of the
Bear Valley Dam (1883-84), the first major storage dam in Southern California. It was constructed of rough-cut
granite similar to the dam. and was built upslope with an unobstructed view of the damsite. It was from this vantage
point that the dam keeper could monitor the level of the reservoir and then regulate the flow as needed. A gate was
manually operated to maximize storage and delivery of water for use in the city of Redlands and its surrounding
agricultural tracts. The Bear Valley Project was critical in the development of the Redlands area. Earlier
development had utilized all available local water resources, necessitating a search for a major reservoir srte. The
ta vZ sfte was selected, high in the San Bernardino Mountains to the north; construction of the ma^nry arch
d". descLe^inContemporary engineering.literature as "The Efchth Wonder of the World." began in, 18M
completion the following year. The new reservoir provided a dependable supply of water, ensuring the growtit and
S ^ S J J f t . * o f R e d l a n d s a n d p r o v i d i n g i r r i g a t i o n f o r t h e e x p a n s i o n o f ^ ^ " ^
Tne water delivery system was manually operated at the dam; the resident keeper was essentia to ****** of
the entire system The necessity of having a keeper in residence at the srte continued wel into the 20th century
after the construction of the new dam, which also relied upon manual regulation. (See continuation sheet)

Location sketch map: (Draw & label
sits and surroundng streets, roads,
and prominent landmarks.) f4

20.Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one
is checked, number in order of importance.)

t
Architecture (1 )
Economic/Industrial
Government ( )
Social/Education (

Arts & Leisure ( )
(2) Exploration/Settlement
Mi l i ta ry ( ) Re l ig ion ( )
)

( )

HoMt



21 .Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal
interviews and their dates.)

San Bernardino County Assessor: Map 306-23; Personal Property Tax
Files, Big Bear Tract Cabin No. 380. U. S. Forest Service, "Bear
Valley Dams, Determination of Eligibility for Inclusion to National
Register of Historic Places", September 14,1987 (copy at State
Historic Preservation Office, Sacramento). Photo album scrapbook,
"Big Bear Lake and Dams, 1930-1942", Bear Valley Mutual Water
Company. Redlands.

Hinckley, Horace P. "An History of Bear Valley Mutual Water Company,
1903-1983", Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, Redlands, no date;
Schuyler, James Dix. F«g«rvnirs for irrigation. Water- Power, and
pnmpstiffWater-SuDolv. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1901.

Interview, Mr. Alexander Riddle, owner of Cabin 125, November 3.
1987; Bear Valley Mutual Water Company, photo album scrapbook,
"Big Bear Lake and Dams, 1930-1942".

22.Date form prepared: November 1,1989
By: Aaron A. Gallup
Organization: Caitrans
Address: 650 Howe Ave.
City: Sacramento Zip Code: 95825
Phone: (916)920-7672



CONTINUATION SHEET MAP REFERENCE NO. 380

7b.Brlefly describe the present PHYSICAL CONDITION of the site or structure and describe any major
alterations from its original condition:

Very little remains of the interior. The building appears to have had a three-room arrangement with two small,
roughly square rooms on the east and a large single room in the western half containing a massive fireplace of
multi-colored quartz rubble; a small entry hail on the south may have led to the stairway for the upper story loft.
Interior partitions and upstairs loft are gone, although an inspection of the remaining wall plaster and wood floonng
clearly indicates the former room division.

A small addition appears at the southwest comer, constructed of roughly coursed granite blocks of varying sizes; it
has a shed roof and single square window openings with wood lintels on each side. The addition appears to have
been made very early, probably of surplus stone from the construction of the dam or the dam keeper's house; it was
in place by the turn of the century, as verified by a photo published in 1901. This photo also shows that a porch
formerly existed on the north elevation. [The photo, published in 1901 in J. D. Schuyler's R^mvfflffl for Irrigation.
y^nr-Pnwpr and r>r ~t* w^r Suoolv was probably taken in 1896 during the author's visit to the srte.]
A»Rtatophotos in the^ Bear Valley Mutual Water Company's files, a gabled cross-wing addrtion corrtaining a
krtchan-dinino room was built in 1939; it has since been removed. The building was abandoned about 1966, and
ta££2E£~ Windows and doors are gone, but the openings remain. The building was partially
disassembled in 1976; part of the roofing on the south side is missing, and the intenor room partitions have been
rcm^d Aside from the collapse of one window lintel on the south side, the building is structurally intact; it still
retains much of its historic appearance.

19.Brlefly state historical and/or architectural Importance (Include dates, events, and persons associated with
the site):

In addition to having historical significance for its direct association with the Bear Valley Dam. the house is a notable
example of cut stone construction.

• j • *u« «Qrk/ ionn«s hv William Knickerbocker, who served as dam keeper from January

1 9 0 9 t o A p n l 1 9 1 1 ^ H n M f t P - ^ J e < J a s m a „ ^ ^ s M e * t n 8 s l t e t o

MeTe^Z™^"^ l ister appl icat ion, sect ion 7). Abandoned about 1966. the bui ldtog was
ZZm dSedhT97?(Radle. personal communication). Although deteriorated, it still retams much of itsp a r t i a l l y d i s m a n t l e d n m " ' M ™ ° ° ' B - p a s s o c i a t i o n a n d w o r k m a n s h i p r e m a i n h i g h ,

determined eligible for National Register listing through concurrence of the U. S. Forest Service and
Historic Preservation Officer on October 15,1987.



Dam Keeper's House (1987), View Looking West

Dam Keeper's House (1987), View Looking Northeast



Old Bear Valley Dam
(1883-84), now submerged.
Photo from Schuyler, 1901

Bear Valley Dam (1911),
photo taken 1987.
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